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Board of Directors 

President 
Al Boettjer  321-508-3797 
 
Vice President 
Marco Calderon  321-453-0807 
 
Secretary 
William Kingston  845-423-9407 
 
Treasurer 
Ron Schule  321-507-4743 
 
Sgt.-at-Arms 
Vince Varvaro  516-697-4873 
 
Director 3yr 
Ed Hamilton  518-796-4000 
 
Director 2yr 
Patrick Moynihan  321-952-9303 
 
Director 1yr 
Bob Sullivan  321-223-2473
  
Associates Director 
Art Navarro  321-259-1554 
 
Health & Welfare 
North 
Larry McCormick  321-427-2285 
South 
John Worth  321-613-2822 
 
Immediate Past President 
Nick Miele  321-243-6753 
 
****************************************************** 
POPPA-PSO 
Bill Donovan  321-243-6530 
 
Chaplain 
Rev. John Britto Antony 321-637-9650 
 
Chaplain Emeritus 
*Rev. Anthony Palmese 
 
President Emeritus 
Bernie Corrigan 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Nick Miele   321-243-6753 
 
*deceased 

Past Presidents 

 Bernie Corrigan —’78 ’79 
 
*Joe Canuel —‘80 ’81 
 
*Bill Schmidt —’82 ’83 
 
*Richie Montenero —’84 
 
*Chet Bertron —’85 ’86 
 
*Ed Cooper —’87 ‘88 
 
*John Kuveke —’89 
 
*Ed Rainis —’89 ‘90 ‘91 
 
 Bill Martinez —’92 

 
*Ken Jacques —’93 
 
*Jim Savage —’94 ‘95 
 
Nes Estefani —’96 ‘97 
 
Al Cordova — ‘98 ‘99 
 
*Bob Stein — ‘00 ‘01 
 
Nick Miele — ‘02 ‘03 ‘06 ‘12 ‘13 ‘17 
          ‘18  ‘19 
Jim Glover — ‘04 
 
John Diegnan — ‘05 
 
Sam Esposito — ‘07 ‘08 

 
Patrick Moynihan — ‘09 ‘10 
 
Marco Calderon — ‘11 
 
Al Boettjer — ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘20 
 
* deceased 
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 IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
 
Pension Section  866-692-7733 
PBA Funds Office  212-349-7560 
DEA Office  212-587-1000 
DEA Health & Welfare 212-587-9120 
CEA & LBA Office  212-964-7500 
SBA Office  212-431-6555 
NYPD Operations Unit  646-610-5580 
(Death of member) 
Davis Vision  800-999-5431 
Office of Labor Relations — 
(Employee Benefits)  212-513-0470 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
 
AETNA PPO  888-267-2637 
GHI   800-358-5500 
Empire Blue Cross  800-433-9592 
Medicare   800-633-4227 
NYC Healthline  800-521-9574 
NYCERS   347-643-3000 
POPPA (retirees)  800-599-1085 
Social Security  800-772-1213 

IN MEMORIUM 

Hibbard, Jim  1980 
Dolson, Sam  1981 
Heany, Bill  1982 
Montenero, Richie 1985 
Canuel, Joseph  1988 
Bellman, Fred  1989 
Smith, Norville  1989 
Daly, Martin  1993 
McCleod, Miles  1993 
Nolan, John  1993 
Wood, Harry  1995 
Cronin, John  1996 
Drew, Archer  1997 
Arendt, Walter  1998 
Martino, Thomas 1998 
Fagan, Bob  1999 
Herbert, Denis (H) 1999 
McNally, Raymond 1999 
Menke, Paul  1999 
O’Hara, Joseph  1999 
Povelaitis, Joseph 1999 
Van Dyke, Vincent 2000 
Hipper, Jack  2001 
Kranz, William  2001 
Carney, Robert  2002 
Hudak, Kenneth  2002 
Magee, Jack  2002 
Marko, Owen  2002 
Norbury, William Sr. 2002 
Pensabene, Andrew 2002 
Robsman, Igor (H) 2002 
Burke, John B.  2003 
Moran, James  2003 
Carroll, James  2004 
Gallagher, Jim  2004 
Wedelsteadt, Edward 2004 

IN MEMORIUM 

Cooper, Edwin  2005 
Ellison, Robert  2005 
Williamson, Russell 2005 
Willis, Robert  2005 
Bertron,Chet  2006 
Dondiego, John  2007 
Moriarty, Carol  2007 
Savone, Peter  2007 
Breslin, Eileen  2008 
Mandick, Walter  2008 
Moriarty, Patrick  2008 
Rice, Kenneth  2008 
Scott, Stonewall (A) 2008 
Gibney, Joe  2009 
Kuveke, John  2009 
Lowery, William  2009 
Bergstrom, Carl  2010 
Brutto, Louis  2010 
Griffin, Lawrence 2010 
Kries, Warren  2010 
Neubauer, Rudy  2010 
Scarano, Edward 2010 
Stewart, Val  2010 
Palmese, Rev. Anthony (H)    2012 
Sattler, Werner  2012 
Bastie, Joseph (A) 2013 
Vaughan, Emmett 2013 
Ballou, Charles  2014 
Dinnegan, Michael 2014 
Hoffman, George (H) 2014 
Jaques, Kenneth 2014 
McCann, J. Patrick (A) 2014 
O’Neal, Charles (A) 2014 
Phieffer, Peter  2014 
Rainis, Edward  2014 
Smith, Donald  2014 
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*********************************************************************** 

2021 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING DATES 
JAN 14 FEB 11 MAR 11 APR 8  MAY 13 
 
JUNE 10 SEPT 9 OCT 7  NOV 11 DEC 9 

2021 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING DATES 
JAN 5  FEB 2  MAR 2 MAR 30 MAY 4 
 
JUNE 1 AUG 31 OCT 5  NOV 2 NOV 30 
 
*********************************************************************** 
The General Meeting’s are now being held at the Rockledge 
Country Club, located at 1591 S. Fiske Blvd. — Rockledge, FL 
32955 (Exit 195 on I-95) then continue north on Fiske Blvd. past 
Barton Blvd. approximately 1/4 mile (on your left) or coming 
south (Exit 201 on I-95) SR-520, east to Fiske, then south on 
Fiske, it will be on your right (west/side). 

The Happy Hour will be from 5:30PM to 6:30PM and the alcohol-
ic beverage prices during that time Wine $4 — Domestic Drafts 
$3 — Well Cocktails $4 Dinner will be served at 6:30PM 

The following menu will be provided for the Seated Dinner on 
Thursday, January 14th, 2021. 

IN MEMORIUM 

Ferrante, Joseph 2015 
Fitzpatrick, William 2015 
Husslein, Fred  2015 
Redmond, Thomas E. 2015 
Rosado, Miguel (A) 2015 
Stein, Robert  2015 
Cona, Steve (H)  2016 
Freck, Jack  2016 
Lent, Jack  2016 
Lopopolo, John (H) 2016 
Savage, Jim  2016 
Bansley, Walter  2017 
Cleland, John (H) 2017 
Jacobson, Irwin  2017 
Knab, Royal  2018 
Monahan, Charles 2018 

IN MEMORIUM 

Rosenfeld, Howard 2019 
Schmidt, William 2019 
Haughwout, Dana 2019 
Alenski, Joseph  2019 
Foley, William  2020 
Kane, Eugene  2020 
Corey, Thomas  2020 
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Entrée choices – either of Asian Roast Pork Loin with ginger 
honey soy glaze or Key West Chicken with pineapple rum salsa.  

Spanish Rice Pilaf 

Salad Bar with Mixed Greens and Fresh Vegetables. 

Chef’s choice hot vegetable. 

Chef’s choice dessert. 

Assorted Rolls and Butter. 

Iced Tea and Coffee. 

Please call Club Vice President Marco Calderon at 321-453-0807 
no later than 6:00PM Monday, January 11th, to indicate you are 
having dinner AND YOUR CHOICE OF ENTRÉE. If no answer, 
YOU MUST LEAVE A CLEAR MESSAGE. 

e-mail mcalderon1113@gmail.com  

If you are not having dinner, but will be attending, please ex-
tend the courtesy of also notifying Marco as tables and seating 

must  be provided PER PROTOCOL REQUIRED BY 
COVID19—ESTABLISHING “SOCIAL DISTANCING” LIMIT-
ING SEATING TO SIX (6) AT EACH TABLE.  

There will be no late calls or just showing up and expect to 
have dinner - unless we have a late emergency cancellation.  

COST IS $25.00 pp  Meeting 7:30PM.  

2021   DUES ARE DUE   2021 

DUES WHICH ARE $35.00. LIFE MEMBERS $5.00. 

IF YOU ARE PAYING BY CHECK, WRITE IN “BREVARD 
COUNTY 10-13 CLUB.”  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

2020 has been without a doubt a most difficult year. When we 
had just got started, COVID19 hit us and our lives changed. 
Travel and meetings restricted we began to lose contact with 
family and friends. Several months went by with no member 
meetings and the Knights of Columbus sold their property to 
Hyundai Corporation. As if those things were not enough, the 
country experienced violent protesting to honor a felon who ex-
pired during arrest because of his drug use. Fifth Avenue in 
New York as a result of those violent protests ended up looking 
like a bombed-out section of a war zone. The next issue came 
through the news media, an all-out attack on our President Don-
ald Trump. Then comes the election and we see the fraudulent 
voting throughout the country attempting to remove the Presi-
dent from office. 

Ron Thomas, at our December meeting spoke to all attending 
on the need to continue to support Donald Trump and the ef-
forts to overturn the fraudulent election voting win by Biden. 
Let’s face it people, it isn’t over till the fat lady sings. Keep the 
faith that those like us who have served our Country and citi-
zens of the United States, will continue to support our Police, 
Fire, EMS, Military and most of all the President. 

I am proud to say that our club members continued to support 
our club throughout COVID19. We found a venue to have our 
meetings (Rockledge Country Club) and our members have 
come to the meeting in larger numbers than before. We have 
had a couple of bumps in the road there but, they are addressed 
moving forward. Nick Miele has kept us informed of events in 
New York and throughout the country. 

When it comes to stand-up guys, our club has many. Thank you 
to Bill Rohan for serving as our Sergeant at Arms for the past 
thirteen years. Thank you to John Diegnan for volunteering to 
take the position during our elections and for stepping down 
when health issues prevented him from performing his duties. 
Thank you also to Vinnie Varvaro for stepping up and filling the 
void. I appointed him with the unanimous support of the mem-
bership at the December meeting. I am so grateful that we now 
have Vinnie on the Board of Directors. 
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Our January meeting will be on January 14, 2021, at the Rock-
ledge Country Club. I am asking all our members to call in their 
attendance and meal selections to Marco Calderon. Nick Miele 
will have the selections posted in this Newsletter. We can avoid 
having cold food by starting our meeting on time (6:30 PM) af-
ter the Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. 

Getting everyone to quiet down and get to their seats has 
caused our meal to be served twenty to thirty minutes late, 
therefore served cold. 

If we are considerate of those people we have elected to run 
the meeting, we can certainly give them a few minutes to get 
things moving. When we are swearing in a new member, let us 
do the same and be quiet during the swearing in. The practice 
of swearing in a member means a lot to those being accepted 
in our organization. So, respect to the new member by quietly 
paying attention.  

I sincerely hope each of you had a Very Merry Christmas and I 
extend my absolute best wishes for a prosperous and Happy 
New Year from all of us on the Board of Directors. 

Al W Boettjer   

President  

 

 

EDITORS NOTE: Please note on page 12 we have reinstated 
both members and spouse or significant others birthdays and 
anniversary dates — if you have provided that information to 
us to be included on the club roster. 

We will make our best effort to maintain the column in each fu-
ture newsletter. 
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EDITORS BLURBS 

WE WILL HAVE 10-13 VANITY PLATES AVAILABLE FOR 
THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED AT $10.00 EACH. IF YOU 
ARE PAYING BY CHECK, PLEASE MAKE IT PAYABLE TO: 
“NEW YORK 10-13 ASSOCIATIONS OF AMERICA” 

IF YOU HAVE AN EXPIRED I.D CARD OR ONE WHICH 
WILL BE EXPIRING WITHIN THE NEXT 3 MONTHS AND IT 
WAS ISSUED SUBSEQUENT TO NOVEMBER 2002 – 
PLEASE CALL NICK MIELE AT 321-243-6753 OR E-MAIL 
AT 1936miele@gmail.com PRIOR TO TAKING THE NEXT 
STEP FOR A RENEWAL. OUR I.D. CARD RENEWAL MES-
SENGER WILL ONLY BE AVAILABLE ON A QUARTERLY 
BASIS IN THE FUTURE FOR RENEWALS - IN ACCORD-
ANCE WITH THE ANNUAL SCHEDULE BELOW.  

Gary must receive ID cards by  

Saturday  Jan 16, 2021  for  Jan   2021 1 PP  trip 

Saturday  April 10, 2021  for  April 2021 1 PP  trip 

Saturday  July 10, 2021  for  July  2021 1 PP   trip 

Saturday  Oct 9, 2021  for  Oct   2021 1 PP  trip 

THIS IS IMPORTANT, THE I.D. CARD SECTION STRESSED 
YOU MUST USE THE APPLICATION (THE FORM THEY EX-
ACTLY CREATED AND NO OTHER) WHEN SENDING THE 
EXPIRED OR EXPIRING CARD IN FOR RENEWAL. DO NOT 
USE A SMART PHONE TO DOWNLOAD OR SEND.  

BOTH THE APPLICATION AND THE PARAMETERS  ARE 
ON THE CLUB AND NATIONAL WEBSITES.  

IF YOU ARE ATTENDING THE MEETING AND HAVING 
DINNER OUR TREASURER REQUESTS YOU HAVE EX-
ACT CASH PAYMENT IF POSSIBLE OR CHECK MADE 
OUT TO  “BREVARD 10-13 CLUB.” 
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Minutes of the General Membership Meeting held on Decem-
ber 10, 2020 at the Rockledge Country Club – 1591 South Fiske 
Blvd. Rockledge, FL. 

The Invocation was given by Bobby Sullivan. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Al Boettjer. 

At 1836 Dinner was being served. 

The meeting was called to order at 1951 hrs. There were 56 
members and 6 guests present, with one becoming a member 
at the end of the meeting. 

All members of the Board of Directors were present except for 
Bill Martinez. 

Al reported John Diegnan had to step down as Sgt-at-Arms 
due to back issues.  Al appointed Vinny Varvaro to fill John’s 
term for 2021. 

Extend prayers for John.  Al informed the membership as of 
last Thursday he was cancer free. 

Reading of the minutes from the last Meeting: 

Al Boettjer asked for a motion to waive the reading of the 
minutes from our August meeting. A motion was made by 
Bobby Sullivan, second by Peter Canarelli. The motion was 
carried unanimously. 

Treasurers Report:  

Ron Schule reported the checking account balance of 
$3,267.96. A motion was made to accept by Patrick Moynihan, 
second by Dave Norman. The motion was carried unanimous-
ly. 

Guests Present:  

The following guests were present. James Warwick former 
Manhattan ADA, guest of Peter Canarelli; Joseph and John 
Jung retired from Decabe County, GA Sheriff and Corrections 
respectfully, guests/sons of Joseph Jung; Jim Voltaire guest 
of Bobby Sullivan, Walter Martillo guest of John Carraro, and 
John Tullo retired NYPD became a member. 
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Vanity 10-13 License Plates 

The cost of $10.00 for each plate. If anyone is interested in buy-
ing one or more, please contact Nick Miele. (2 more were sold – 
there are 28 left) 

New Business 

Nick Miele open enrollment to change your insurance was ex-
tended till December 11, 2020.  The city has a new benefit form 
and can be done online, then call the health plan directly. 

Expiring ID cards for first quarter 2021, must be submitted to 
Nick Miele in sufficient time so they reach our messenger in 
New York before January 16, 2021. The application forms are on 
the club or national web sites. 

As of now no news on VSF. 

The annual NYPD luncheon for 2021 has been canceled. 

Ronald Thomas spoke on where Trump is on winning the elec-
tion and Biden and Harris will never be in the White House. Ron 
emphasized the importance of keeping Florida red and re-
electing Ron DeSantis for a 2nd term. 

Bill Rohan served as Sgt-at-Arms for 13 years.  Outstanding 
service. 

50/50 

1st Prize- $ 60.00 - Tony Fata  

2nd Prize- $30.00 -  Ron Orszag 

3rd Prize- $25.00 -   Andrew Cilenti 

Special prize (state of the art portable urinal) – John Worth 

Attendance Stick-  

Jay Pena attendance stick was picked. He was present, re-
ceived $80.00. The January attendance prize will be $10.00 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Joseph Nocera, second by 
Bill Rohan unanimously approved. 
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Meeting Adjourned- 2024 hrs. 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Joseph Nocera 

Recording Secretary 

***************************************************************************** 

The following NYPD members have attained Life Member Sta-
tus effective this 2021 membership year: 

Glenn Andersen 

Harold “Barry” Armstrong 

Peter Charuka 

James Chemerys 

John Diegnan 

William “Bill” Donovan 

William “Bill” Martinez 

Walter Puhalski 

Ronald “Ron” Schule 

Life Members are obligated for a minimum $5.00 in “Booster 
Fees.” However, they may contribute any amount they wish in 
excess of the required minimum. 
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Happy Birthday! 

Michael Joseph  1/1 

Ed Murphy   1/3 

Richard Schwartz  1/6 

Richard Conover  1/7 

Suzy McDermott  1/7 

James O’Neill   1/8 

Nicholas A. Galluzzi  1/10 

Raymond Stetson  1/11 

Oscar Delvalle   1/12 

Ed Hamilton   1/12 

Rebecca Ruiz   1/12 

Robert John   1/17 

Ronald Orszag   1/21 

Al Cordova   1/24 

Marc Worchel   1/25 

Robert Day   1/27 

John W. Roberts  1/28 

Charles Salvaggio  1/29 

Dave Fenty   1/30 

SPOUSES 

Rose Marschhauser  1/3 

Betty Pantuliano  1/6 

Shogacat Sava   1/11 

Claudia Ackley  1/12 

Lenore Devlin  1/14 

Judith Kennedy 1/17 

Pamela Fuller  1/18 

Shirley Jung  1/20 

Patricia Carroll  1/21 

Sally Panebianco 1/22 

Marci Norman  1/23 

Maureen Krausch 1/25 

Donna Fenty  1/30 

Ann Marie Maher 1/31 

************************************* 

Happy 
Anniversary! 
William & Patty Vermeer 1/1 

Gerry & Jane Stelzer  1/11 

Stephen & Lisa Glossza  1/15 

Mark & Lyuda Saks 1/15 

Zaven & Shogacat Sava 1/18 

Nick & Betty Pantuliano 1/19 

Robert & Claudia Ackley 1/20 

Pete & Maureen Krausch 1/26 

Bill & Judith Rohan 1/31 

  JANUARY 
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 Las Vegas Oddsmakers Are Never Wrong! 

This is an interesting take on the elections from a big-time 
gambler. 

*Las Vegas Oddsmakers Are Never Wrong* 

By Wayne Allyn Root November 27, 2020 

I’ve been a Las Vegas odds maker and sports gaming expert 
for four decades - long before I became known as a nationally 
syndicated conservative talk show host. I understand odds 
and gambling in a way that no other conservative media per-
sonality, host, or politician in this country could. 

And I can tell you something is very wrong with this presiden-
tial  election. It reminds me of a fixed football game. Remem-
ber the famous fixed 1978 game between the New York Giants 
and Philadelphia Eagles. The Giants quarterback handed the 
ball off. The running back didn’t want it. It fell on the ground. 
Herm Edwards of the Eagles picked it up and ran it into the 
end zone with seconds left for a last second victory. 

Every bettor in the world knows that game was fixed. It 
doesn’t matter if you can prove it. We all know. 

Gamblers also feel the same way about this presidential elec-
tion. This presidential election is rancid. It feels as fixed as 
that Giants-Eagles NFL football game. Let me give you the 
details of this election- from a gambler’s perspective. 

Trump entered the night a 2 to 1 underdog. As soon as the 
polls started to close and the picture became clear, Trump’s 
odds quickly moved to even money. Then Trump became the 
slight favorite. Then a moderate favorite. 

Then to a 2-to-1 favorite. Then 3 to 1. 4 to 1. 5 to 1. 6 to 1. 7 to 
1. Finally, Trump moved to 8 to 1 favorite. 

What does all this mean? Bettors putting their money on the 
line during Election Night have always proven to be deadly 
accurate. Smart bettors can clearly see what direction a race 
is taking. Bettors around the world clearly saw what I saw, 
when they stared at the electoral map - Trump was headed for  
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an electoral landslide. But something wasn’t quite right. Fox 
News wouldn’t call Florida for Trump- even though he was 
ahead by a mile. 

They wouldn’t call Ohio- even though Trump was ahead by a 
mile, They wouldn’t call Texas- even though Trump was ahead 
by a mile. I sat there screaming at my television. 

More strange calls. Fox News had called Virginia for Biden at 
the start of the night- with Trump well ahead in Virginia. Trump 
would remain ahead in Virginia for three long hours after Fox 
awarded the electoral votes to Biden. Why would they do that? 
What was the rush? It made no sense. 

Biden was awarded Virginia with Trump ahead. But Trump was 
ahead by a mile in Florida, Ohio and Texas, yet Fox News re-
fused to award him the electoral votes. I knew at that moment, 
something was wrong. Something smelled fishy. Something 
was rotten in the DC Swamp. Bettors witnessed Trump domi-
nating. He clearly won not only those key states of Florida, 
Ohio and Texas, but Trump also enjoyed large leads in the en-
tire Midwest - Pennsylvania, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa. It 
was all but over. Trump had an electoral landslide. Hence the 
massive 8 to 1 odds in favor of Trump. 

And then it happened. It was the most bizarre call in Election 
Night history. Fox News called Arizona for Biden. Why? It was-
n’t even close to over. There was no reason on earth to make 
that call. Arizona is STILL not over 8 days later. CNN still hasn’t 
awarded Arizona. ABC pulled it back from Biden only 24 hours 
ago. 

Why would Fox News be in such a rush to call Arizona for 
Biden? At that moment, Trump’s odds crashed almost instant-
ly from 8 to 1, back down to 2 to 1. That drop set off alarm 
bells. My friend who is one of the biggest bookmakers in the 
country called me to say, “Wayne, something is wrong. I’ve 
never seen a drop like that, let alone a drop that fast. How can 
Trump go from 8 to 1, to 2 to 1. Someone knows something. 
We’ve got a problem.” 

It was as if someone had decided in advance to give Arizona to 
Biden- whether he won it, or not. It was as if the secret code 
was known to only a few billionaire gamblers, “Fox News  
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awards Arizona to Biden.” 

Six magic words. Someone was ready for that call. Someone 
waited until Trump was a prohibitive 8 to 1 favorite, then knew 
to bet millions of dollars on Biden at the longest odds of the 
night. Someone knew the fix was in. Someone made a fortune. 

There’s more to the story. First, by awarding both Virginia and 
Arizona to Biden way too early in the evening and also going 
super slow awarding states to Trump where he led by a mile, 
Fox News made sure Biden had the electoral lead all night. 
That’s another big part of the story. Just like the fake pollsters 
suppressed Trump voters for months in advance of the elec-
tion with polls falsely showing Trump losing by a landslide, 
fake “news desk” employees sure appeared to be suppressing 
Trump votes on Election Night. And also creating an air of in-
vincibility for Biden. If Biden led in every poll before the elec-
tion, and led all night in electoral votes, then it wouldn’t look 
like a fix was in, when Biden suddenly wound up the winner the 
morning after. Right? 

One more piece of the puzzle. From almost the moment that 
secret code “Fox News awards Arizona to Biden” was spoken, 
three key Midwest battleground states with Democrat Gover-
nors all decided to stop counting votes for the night, with 
Trump way ahead. Why? Why all three, at the same time? Like 
they were coordinated in advance. Wisconsin, Michigan and 
Pennsylvania all mysteriously quit counting around midnight. 

To add to the idea of a fix, these states merely claimed they 
were stopping counting for the night. After TV cameras and Re-
publican poll watchers were all sent home, these Democrat 
states all resumed counting, suddenly finding all the ballots 
they needed to overcome large Trump leads. 

I actually took screen shots before I went to bed. Trump was 
winning Michigan by over 300,000 votes when they stopped 
counting. He was up in Wisconsin by over 100,000. In Pennsyl-
vania he was up almost 700,000 votes. But in the wee hours of 
the morning I took a new screenshot. Suddenly Biden was up 
by 9,000 in Wisconsin and 30,000 in Michigan. How’d that hap-
pen? I thought they stopped counting? 
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I don’t know what the Supreme Court will decide. But bettors all 
over the world know in our guts exactly what happened. The fix 
was in, no different than that famous NY Giants-Philadelphia 
Eagle fix in 1978 at the Meadowlands. 

*Trump was robbed. This election was stolen. * 

Wayne Root is a Vegas legend. 

****************************************************************************** 

THE NASHVILLE EXPLOSION 

AT&T got a contract to do a forensic audit on Dominion voting 
machines and those machines were being moved to Nashville 
this past week. The former owner of the AT&T building in Nash-
ville, William Kennard, is a board member for Cerberus Capital 
Management and AT&T, he also was Bill Clinton’s FCC chair, 
and Obama’s Ambassador to the EU. 

Dominion voting is owned by Cerberus Capital Management… 
Cerberus is operated by Staple Street Execs. Joe Bidens Broth-
er in Law, Steven Owens, is the co-founder of Staple Street Ex-
ecs along with William Kennard. 

Super Computer in Tennessee was connected to the AT&T in-
ternet in Nashville...Yesterday evening the Cumberland River 
cooling system was compromised due to internet outage and 
Super Computer fried… If you don’t know, “Kraken” is a refer-
ence to a supercomputer former prosecutor Sidney Powell, has 
been talking about. So, the explosion “just happened” to be at 
the AT&T location where they “just so happen” to control the 
cooling system for the super computer and  house the Domin-
ion voting machines for forensic audit. 

Does it make sense now why no lives were lost? Does it make 
sense now why the FBI task lead couldn’t even put together a 
coherent sentence in the press conference? Does it make 
sense why the Mayor was making light of the situation, almost 
laughing? 

Still think we conservatives - President Trump supporters are 
crazy!  
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NYPD Cops Cash In on Sex Trade Arrests With Little Evi-
dence, While Black and Brown New Yorkers Pay the Price 

by Joshua Kaplan and Joaquin Sapien  Dec. 7, 2020 ProPublica 

One summer night in 2015, a community college student was 
driving home through East New York in Brooklyn when two 
women on a street corner waved for him to stop. 

He thought they might need help, so he pulled over and 
cracked his window. But the pair had something else in mind. 
“Do you want to have some fun?” he recalled one of them say-
ing. “Whoa, no thank you!” he responded, and drove off, laugh-
ing to himself. It was like something he’d seen only on TV. 

The 21-year-old, who is Black, made it a few blocks before po-
lice yanked him out of his car and began to search him. Terri-
fied and unsure of what was happening, he insisted they had 
the wrong guy. Officers yelled at him to “shut the fuck up.” 

The women were undercover police officers. He was under ar-
rest for patronizing a prostitute. The police put him in a van, 
where he sat handcuffed for hours as it filled with other Black 
and brown men.  

It was one of the New York Police Department’s biggest stings 
since Mayor Bill de Blasio took office in 2014, the direct out-
come of a strategy he and top cops have touted in recent years 
to combat human trafficking: Officers should arrest “the true 
criminals” like “johns” and “pimps,” while making sure people 
forced into prostitution get the help they need to get out.  

On the ground, the reality has been different from the rhetoric. 
Teams of NYPD officers have descended on minority neighbor-
hoods, leaning into car windows and knocking on apartment 
doors, trying to get men and women to say the magic words: 
agreeing to exchange sex for money. These arrests are based 
almost entirely on the word of cops, who say they are incentiv-
ized to round up as many “bodies” as they can. 

Some of their targets were selling sex to survive; others were 
minding their own business. Almost everyone arrested for 
these crimes in the last four years is nonwhite, a ProPublica 
data analysis shows: 89% of the 1,800 charged with  
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prostitution; 93% of the 3,000 accused of trying to buy sex. 

Of the dozens of cops, lawyers and other experts ProPublica 
interviewed for this story, not a single one believes arrest fig-
ures for patronizing a prostitute accurately reflect the racial 
makeup of those who buy sex in New York City. 

“I know for a fact that white men are the key demographic,” 
said Meredith Dank, a research professor at John Jay College 
of Criminal Justice who, along with her colleagues, has inter-
viewed more than 600 young people who trade sex in the city. 
In one study, 65% said their main clients are white. 

People living paycheck to paycheck lost their jobs over crimes 
they swore never happened. But facing multiple court hearings 
and the threat of jail time, they took quick deals to move on 
with their lives. A former officer who worked undercover told 
ProPublica she participated in false arrests. Others acknowl-
edged the system could let them slip through. 

The problems became clear in interviews with 36 current and 
former officers and dozens of defendants, prosecutors and de-
fense attorneys; weeks of observing court proceedings; and a 
review of hundreds of pages of sealed court records. 

ProPublica delved into the work of one officer, identified in offi-
cial documents as Undercover 157, whose cases are replete 
with allegations of false arrest and sexual misconduct that 
were never aired in court. Defense attorneys filed complaints 
with the Office of the Inspector General for the NYPD almost 
three years ago, which still considers it an “ongoing matter.” In 
a statement, the NYPD defended the undercover officer as a 
veteran “with approximately 1,800 successful buys and no 
complaints against him at the NYPD or with the Civilian Com-
plaint Review Board.” (The department later clarified this meant 
no active complaints.) 

Even for a department accused in recent months 
of acting with impunity, those policing New York’s sex trade 
appear to operate in an extreme vacuum of accountability. The 
CCRB, originally created to investigate police misconduct 
against communties of color, does not address allegations of 
false arrest and is still trying to gain authority to examine those 
involving sexual abuse. 
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In the rare instances when defendants sue, the cases are often 
settled before officers have to testify. 

Since 2014, the city has paid more than a million in taxpayer dol-
lars to at least 20 people who claimed they were falsely arrested 
in prostitution or “john” stings. Last year, it paid $150,000 to five 
young Latino men who said they were laughing off a proposition 
when they were arrested and $20,000 to a West African taxi driv-
er who said in a sworn deposition that he was walking home 
when a woman asked if he’d walk down the block with her. He 
told ProPublica he thought she was afraid of walking alone, so 
he agreed. He was then arrested. 

The undercover officer in his case netted 10 arrests in three and 
a half hours the night she encountered him, earning her four 
hours of overtime pay. 

Eighteen current and former officers who policed the sale of sex 
in New York City said overtime has motivated them for years. 
The hours add up over the drive to the precinct, the questioning, 
the paperwork. “You arrest 10 girls, now the whole team’s mak-
ing eight hours of overtime,” retired Sgt. Stephen Antiuk said. 

“That’s what it was all about, making money, from the lieutenant 
to the sergeant on down,” retired Detective John Kopack said. 
“You want to eat? You guys want to make some money tonight? 
Make some arrests, do what you got to do.” 

The NYPD did not respond to ProPublica’s detailed questions 
about overtime or the specific incidents in this story. Sgt. Jessi-
ca McRorie, an NYPD spokeswoman, said the department 
“maintains heightened vigilance and robust oversight over all of 
its undercover operations.” NYPD spokesman Al Baker said po-
lice shifted their prostitution strategy in 2017, leading to fewer 
arrests of sex workers, more of “johns” and a greater focus on 
“pimps.” He noted that selling sex is still illegal and the depart-
ment “deploys officers where residents report crime” without 
consideration of race or ethnicity. 

As New York City’s crime rate fell to record lows in recent years, 
the NYPD continued to draw criticism for its outsized presence 
in minority neighborhoods, arresting tens of thousands of Black 
and Latino people on minor, nonviolent infractions. This dynam-
ic inspired calls over the summer to “defund the police,” 
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a slogan that depicts the department as an occupying force, 
disproportionately ensnaring people of color in the criminal 
justice system. 

The statistics for arrests involving the sale of sex reflect a par-
ticularly stark example of this trend. 

While complaints about prostitution have long been scattered 
across neighborhoods of all races, arrests for buying sex are 
not. ProPublica found that in majority Black and Latino areas, 
police have arrested over three times as many alleged sex buy-
ers as in whiter neighborhoods despite comparable complaints 
about prostitution and arrests of alleged sex workers in each. 

Michele Alexander, who is Black, sometimes worked undercov-
er out of a precinct in Jamaica, Queens, before she retired in 
2012. “When are we going to Manhattan?” she recalls asking 
her supervisor, after working too many sex buyer stings where 
the men all looked the same. “Negroes aren’t the only ones 
who buy vagina.” As punishment, she said she was reassigned 
to an early morning tour monitoring a Manhattan subway sta-
tion.  

Paul Lichtbraun, a retired captain who oversaw vice in Manhat-
tan and the Bronx until 2017, said his unit often focused on 
buyers, but when it received complaints about prostitution in-
side high-end Manhattan hotels, they’d only go after sex work-
ers. “If I start arresting their paying customers, [the hotel’s] go-
ing to ask me to leave,” he said. “Are there always people who 
get off in this world? Of course there are.” 

Then, there is the community college student, stopped in a ma-
jority-Black neighborhood in Brooklyn that saw more buyer ar-
rests in the past few years than all of Manhattan and Staten Is-
land combined. Refusing to take a plea deal, he trekked to and 
from court for seven months. The prosecutor ultimately 
dropped the charges. 

The young man sued for false arrest and won a $15,000 settle-
ment. But he lost something more fundamental, his ability to 
trust. 

“When I see people on the street, asking for a jump or whatev-
er, I just keep going,” he told ProPublica. 
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“Can you imagine if it was really two girls on the corner wav-
ing for help? You just lost one guy who would stop.” 

Whether police target sex workers or their clients, operations 
look much the same. Field teams of anywhere from eight to 16 
officers are dispatched with the aim of securing verbal agree-
ments of sex for money. 

They often start with community complaints called “kites.” 
When there are none to follow, there are “strolls” or “tracks,” 
dark stretches in industrial sections of East New York or along 
Roosevelt Avenue in Queens where sex is bought and sold, 
noon and night. Massage parlors can be easy targets; words 
need not be spoken. Money lands on a table, there is a gesture 
in the motion of manual sex, a subtle nod in return. 

Sometimes, no money is involved at all. “There has to be an 
exchange of a benefit,” said former Sgt. Louis Failla. He told 
the story of an undercover who once “made a deal with a 
crack prostitute on the street for a hamburger and fries from 
McDonald’s.” He always found it “humorous,” he said, “what 
these women would do just to get a few dollars.” 

Current and former undercover officers told ProPublica there’s 
an art to convincing their targets they aren’t cops. Some dirty 
their fingernails or rub newspaper on their knees to make it 
look like they’ve been providing oral sex on the street. One 
said that if a woman insisted he touch her breasts, he would 
do so, but he would never squeeze. 

Sometimes, officers go in to arrest a woman and find she’s 
completely naked. Antiuk, the retired sergeant, laughed while 
describing the perks of the job. “The undercover can have a 
nice, cold beer and watch a girl take her clothes off — and he’s 
getting paid for it.” 

Once the deal is made, the undercover signals that it’s time for 
the arrest. While backup officers can sometimes hear the in-
criminating conversations through a wireless device, they are 
not required to record. Some teams have come in after getting 
a signal from the undercover officer, having heard nothing of 
the exchange. 

That trust can be exploited. 
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Jazmia Inserillo, who retired as an NYPD officer in 2016, told 
ProPublica she participated in false arrests as an undercover 
officer without her backup team listening in. Sometimes, a 
young man would stop to flirt but hadn’t agreed to pay for sex 
before he was arrested. Once, a man pulled up and told the un-
dercovers, “I know you the police,” she recalled. “And because 
he’s just talking, they just give the signal.” 

Twice, men were clearly lost and stopped to ask for directions. 
“You’re not lost. You know what you came here for,” Inserillo 
remembers her partner saying one night. “What do you want, 
you looking for a blowjob?” 

The man said he was looking for a street but couldn’t find it in 
the dark. As the three went back and forth, Inserillo remembered 
her partner lifting her back leg and leaning into the car, a signal 
to a backup team to initiate an arrest. “This girl puts her foot up 
while I’m in the middle of talking to him about cross streets,” 
Inserillo said. 

“And I look up at my lieutenant trying to signal no. But he didn’t 
really understand because we didn’t have a signal for no.” 

She said she’d brought up another bad arrest to a supervisor, 
but he ignored it. 

John Hart, who was her lieutenant at that time and is now a dep-
uty chief, told ProPublica no one in his unit ever mentioned 
false arrests to him. Inserillo later filed a sexual harassment law-
suit against a different superior officer over an unrelated inci-
dent, saying she endured retaliation for reporting him. She won 
a $112,500 settlement. 

The department has had the equipment to covertly record agree-
ments between undercover officers and targets for at least 20 
years, but it does so inconsistently. Some officers told ProPubli-
ca their supervisors required them to record; others said they 
never taped a single arrest. 

“Almost none of these cases ever go to a courtroom, so that’s 
the reason recording was not a priority,” said Lichtbraun, the 
retired captain. “In vice, they weren’t always recorded. Frankly, 
they very often were not.” 
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In 2016, a civil rights attorney asked a federal judge for an in-
junction that would forbid the department from making buyer 
arrests without recording them. Gabriel Harvis was representing 
a Black man arrested outside of a post office after being propo-
sitioned while getting a package from the trunk of his car. The 
man insisted he declined the sex offer, sued for false arrest and 
won $85,000. But the case settled before the injunction could be 
considered. 

Oren Yaniv, a spokesman for the Brooklyn District Attorney’s 
Office, said prosecutors there did not know operations were 
sometimes recorded until ProPublica contacted them earlier 
this year. The office has handled more than 2,000 prostitution 
and patronizing cases since 2015. 

Now that the office is aware of the recordings, Yaniv said, “we 
sometimes use and disclose them in cases we prosecute — 
those against pimps and traffickers. As in every case, if the po-
lice account raises questions or if we receive any information 
alleging problems with the arrest, we investigate further.” 

The NYPD did not answer questions about when officers make 
recordings or why they choose not to. “For obvious safety and 
evidentiary reasons, the NYPD never discloses specifics of our 
tradecraft or investigatory methods in undercover cases.” 

Oren Yaniv, a spokesman for the Brooklyn District Attorney’s 
Office, said prosecutors there did not know operations were 
sometimes recorded until ProPublica contacted them earlier 
this year. The office has handled more than 2,000 prostitution 
and patronizing cases since 2015. 

Now that the office is aware of the recordings, Yaniv said, “we 
sometimes use and disclose them in cases we prosecute — 
those against pimps and traffickers. As in every case, if the po-
lice account raises questions or if we receive any information 
alleging problems with the arrest, we investigate further.” 

The NYPD did not answer questions about when officers make 
recordings or why they choose not to. “For obvious safety and 
evidentiary reasons, the NYPD never discloses specifics of our 
tradecraft or investigatory methods in undercover cases.” 
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In early 2018, these stories along with four others were submit-
ted in two letters from the Legal Aid Society to the NYPD in-
spector general. “These incidents demonstrate a serious lack of 
training, protocol and supervision of Undercover 157, the units 
he is working with, as well as the supervising officers’ abandon-
ment of any duty to review his arrests or monitor the outcomes 
of his arrests,” the letter said. 

In addition to the letters, ProPublica obtained records of arrests 
made by Undercover 157 between 2015 and 2019 from more 
than 80 sealed court cases. 

Seventeen women complained to their attorneys of inappropri-
ate touching or worse. One said he penetrated her vagina with 
his finger, then washed his hands before officers arrived. An-
other said she performed oral sex on him and was arrested the 
next time she saw him. A third said she was in “only panties” as 
they danced and smoked marijuana for about 15 minutes and 
that he touched her vagina. A fourth, who sells sex to support 
her heroin addiction, told ProPublica he asked her to get com-
pletely naked and grabbed her buttocks. “He didn’t have to go 
to that extent,” she said. 

The records show just how difficult it can be to investigate such 
claims. Only three of the complainants agreed to meet with the 
inspector general. Nearly three years later, Legal Aid is still 
waiting for the inquiry to conclude.  

None of these allegations were ever aired before a judge. In 
New York City, prostitution cases are processed in Human Traf-
ficking Intervention Court, which is supposed to help rather 
than punish people in the sex trade. But it functions a bit like a 
conveyer belt, where defendants quickly agree to counseling 
sessions to provide “exit strategies” out of the sex trade. If they 
complete them and avoid arrest, their charges are dismissed 
and cases are sealed. 

Three former prosecutors who worked in the court told ProPub-
lica they juggled so many cases that even if an arrest seemed 
flawed, they were unlikely to report it. 

Cases against people accused of trying to buy sex in New York 
City fly through misdemeanor court at a similar clip. They al-
most always end with plea deals for more minor offenses like  
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disorderly conduct or are simply dismissed. From 2015 through 
2019, the court processed more than 4,100 of these cases. Only 
one person took his to trial. He won. 

Two defendants have tried to force Undercover 157 to answer 
for his arrests in recent years. 

In 2017, a woman accused of prostitution made the rare deci-
sion to take her case to trial. Undercover 157 was announced as 
the first witness. But on the day he was set to testify, prosecu-
tor Abraham Jacob Jeger revised his initial offer: If the defend-
ant was not arrested for six months, the charge would be 
sealed and dismissed, no counseling necessary. The detective 
never had to take the stand. 

In an emailed response, Jeger said he and his supervisors 
made “a cost-benefit analysis and decided that it was not worth 
revealing this undercover’s identity” to those in court. He re-
ferred further questions to the Queens District Attorney’s Of-
fice, which said it could not comment on sealed cases. 

In a 2018 case, Jillian Modzeleski, an attorney with Brooklyn 
Defender Services, filed a unique legal motion called a Gis-
sendanner, which would allow the defendant access to Under-
cover 157’s disciplinary records if a judge found them “relevant 
and material” to the case. She cited the pattern of false arrest 
allegations against him and his fellow officers. 

Before a judge could rule on the motion, the Brooklyn DA 
dropped all charges. The DA would not comment on cases in 
this story because they are all sealed. 

The NYPD also declined to discuss the detective’s cases. “We 
do not speak about ongoing investigations or matters in litiga-
tion. We are making only a slight exception in your case by not-
ing that the narrative, as you presented, is not entirely accu-
rate,” said Sgt. Mary Frances O’Donnell, referring to an exten-
sive summary of the false arrest and sexual misconduct allega-
tions in this story. “We are unable to comment further.” 

The department initially said Undercover 157 was an officer 
“with no complaints.” But the NYPD Internal Affairs Bureau had 
indeed gotten one in November 2014: 
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An undocumented woman from China reported that the detec-
tive undressed her and touched her breasts and vagina at an 
informal massage parlor in Queens. She told investigators that 
when the backup team arrived, they handcuffed her and walked 
her through the massage parlor naked. She said she begged 
them to let her get dressed, but they refused. One took a photo 
of her. 

ProPublica spoke to three attorneys involved: Lauren Hersh, 
who helped set up the meeting with investigators; Rosie Wang, 
who interpreted and kept notes; and Leigh Latimer, who repre-
sented the woman on the prostitution charge and spoke with her 
again last week. Court records identify the undercover officer 
behind her arrest as 157. 

Wang said the investigators asked the woman to pick the detec-
tive out of a photo array. It had been a year since her arrest and 
she was unable to do so. Five months later, IAB got in touch to 
set up a second interview. The woman declined, saying she was 
tired of revisiting the traumatic experience. The department, 
which confirmed its investigation when ProPublica asked about 
it, said it closed the complaint without disciplining him. 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services later granted her legal 
status as a trafficking victim, finding that she had been forced 
into sex work at the massage parlor. 

ProPublica reporters were unable to learn the name of Under-
cover 157 to investigate him further, but they spoke with four 
former cops who worked with the detective. All were skeptical 
about the allegations. One said the detective was regarded as a 
“superstar” because of how good he was at convincing people 
to engage. But another, who trailed him as a “ghost” on dozens 
of arrests, said the detective rarely used a radio and usually 
texted or sent a signal through another wireless device instead. 
He said he couldn’t hear what transpired between Undercover 
157 and his targets. “I was a ghost with no ears.” 

After months of reporting, ProPublica was able to listen to a re-
cording of an operation in which the defendant claimed she was 
falsely arrested by Undercover 157. It was made in late 2018, af-
ter the Legal Aid complaints and attempts to bring the detective 
to court. The audio evidence refuted her story, but it raised oth-
er questions. 
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Her attorney had no idea the recording existed; it was never 
shared before the woman’s case was sealed and dismissed. 
“The fact that these secret tapes exist means that the NYPD has 
broken the law by concealing evidence,” said Modzeleski, her 
attorney. “This revelation demands an investigation.” The de-
partment did not answer questions about the recording or 
whether it will investigate the failure to turn it over. 

The recording offers a rare window into how such arrests un-
fold. 

In October 2018, Undercover 157 knocked on the door of an 
East New York apartment six weeks after someone complained 
that the woman inside was selling sex. The 27-year-old single 
mother had lived there for eight months after years of instability 
and stints in a shelter. Through the door, he tried to convince 
her to do business. 

“Excuse me,” she replied, “I said no. I do not know you. I have 
children here. No.” 

In the recording, she could be heard saying ‘no’ or ‘bye’ or tell-
ing him to leave 12 times. At one point, the conversation went 
silent and she seemed to step away. His loud knocking re-
sumed. “Yo!” he called out. She replied, “Stop knocking on my 
door.” 

He persisted, feigning exasperation until she gave in. It’s un-
clear from the recording who brought up money first, but even-
tually, she asked him how much he had. He increased his offer 
until she agreed to let him in, raising the cash in front of her 
peephole at her request. 

An infant could be heard crying in the background as he asked 
for anal sex. She told him she didn’t want to be hurt. “Are you 
going to be rough?” she asked. 

She checked on the baby, who was now screaming. Then came 
another knock on the door, a banging this time. 

The backup team stormed in. One shouted at her to get on the 
floor. She was so panicked, she said, she urinated on herself. 

At least five cops were involved in the arrest. She was charged 
with prostitution and endangering the welfare of a child. 
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The city’s child welfare agency removed her children and she 
lost custody for two months. 

Almost every officer interviewed for this story said their work 
did little to reduce the amount of sex sold in New York City, im-
prove the lives of those selling it or help catch criminals who 
force people into it. 

At best, officers said, low-level prostitution arrests can tempo-
rarily assuage community complaints about noise and public 
sex acts, but the trade just reemerges elsewhere. “If you’re al-
ways putting a team of 10 detectives and some bosses on a cor-
ner once a week, it’s just a waste of funds,” retired Detective 
Efrain Collado said. 

He joined vice to gain investigative experience and make a posi-
tive impact, but he became disillusioned during repeated as-
signments to arrest women outside three large homeless shel-
ters near vice’s Brooklyn North headquarters. 

It felt like he was kicking desperate people when they were 
down. “It’s a waste of time,” Collado said. “A revolving door.” 

Several current and former officers described vice as a neglect-
ed stepchild within the department. With only sporadic attention 
from the top brass and limited opportunities to pursue traffick-
ers, they said it draws rookies looking to make detective and 
keeps washouts no one else wants. 

“We’re considered bottom feeders — put us in the back room in 
the basement,” said Antiuk, the retired sergeant. “The morale 
goes to a point where it becomes how many arrests are we go-
ing to make and how much overtime are we going to get. You 
didn’t give a shit about some of these girls.” 

Former Det. Ludwig Paz is serving a prison sentence of up to 12 
years for running a prostitution ring involving as many as eight 
locations. He recruited several officers, including his former 
vice partner, to help protect it. Failla, the former sergeant, was 
fired last year after he was implicated in the scheme; he said he 
was an unwitting participant, passing on intel Paz used to pro-
tect his operation.  

It was the latest in a long line of scandals involving the NYPD 
and the sex trade.  
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Officers have been caught exploiting or protecting the trade 
about once or twice a decade going back to the 1972 Knapp 
Commission, which found that bribes from brothel operators 
and other criminals were widespread in the department and 
that a number of locations offered half-priced sex to police in 
exchange for protection. 

Two competing measures are being discussed by state legisla-
tors, aiming to end prostitution arrests and the trouble that sur-
rounds them. 

“Full decriminalization” would remove criminal penalties for 
buying or selling sex. Supporters argue that sex for money is a 
victimless crime so long as the transactions take place be-
tween two consenting adults. They say laws primarily impact 
poor people of color and only make life for sex workers more 
dangerous. 

Kopack, who worked on trafficking investigations and street-
level enforcement, echoed the sentiment, saying the threat of 
prostitution arrests can make life easier for traffickers, because 
those they exploit are less likely to seek help. “They get the 
shit beaten out of them, but they know if the cops come, 
they’re going to get arrested.” 

The “Equality Model” would keep penalties in place for buying 
sex but decriminalize selling it. Proponents believe that while 
sex workers should be treated as victims, not criminals, the 
government should still aim to abolish the sex trade, which 
they say can too easily lead to rape and other abuses. If buying 
sex is legal, they argue, more men will do so, which would in-
crease trafficking. 

Trafficking, sex with minors and various forms of coercion or 
promotion would remain illegal under either policy. The full de-
criminalization bill is stuck in New York Senate and Assembly 
committees. Lawmakers who support the “Equality Model” say 
they plan to introduce counter legislation in the next year or so. 

De Blasio hasn’t taken a position on whether the law should be 
changed, but he had to confront the issue after the 2019 death 
of Layleen Polanco. 



30 

The 27-year-old transgender woman had been arrested for al-
legedly agreeing to perform oral sex on an undercover officer 
and then failed to show up at the court designed to help sex 
workers, resulting in a bench warrant. She was arrested on a 
separate charge and sent to Rikers Island because she could-
n’t afford the $500 bail set for having missed appearances on 
the prostitution charge. She had a seizure in a solitary cell and 
died. 

Seventeen corrections officers were disciplined after 
a report showed how guards left her unattended while she 
needed medical attention. Her family sued and won a $5.9 mil-
lion settlement. Decriminalization activists, members of the 
LGBTQ community and public officials like Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez blamed the death on a system that targets and 
traps people who are already poor and marginalized. 

When a reporter from The City, a local nonprofit news organi-
zation, asked de Blasio about the case in September, he made 
news with his response: “To the question of whether sex work-
ers should be arrested, my broad answer is no.” 

In response to questions for this story, de Blasio’s spokes-
woman Avery Cohen did not take a positition on the criminali-
zation of sex work or respond to questions about racial dispar-
ities in enforcement. She underscored that sex workers are no 
longer “the key targets of arrest” and said, “Whether it’s 
through state legislation or through city policy, we are working 
to end exploitation and aid survivors of human trafficking. The 
NYPD Vice Unit will conduct itself in a way that reflects this 
goal.” 

Prostitution arrests began to decline in 2017 when New York 
Police Commissioner James O’Neill promised to shift re-
sources toward traffickers and buyers. “Make no mistake, this 
is one of the fastest growing criminal enterprises in the world, 
but the NYPD will not allow it to fester,” he said, announcing 
the addition of 25 vice officers to “conduct initial screening in 
trafficking cases.” 

But two officers who worked in vice at the time told ProPublica 
that the promise belied the way it was carried out. The depart-
ment sent its least experienced officers, so-called white  
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shields who occupy the lowest rank. According to the two of-
ficers, the new additions went after sex workers and their cus-
tomers, not traffickers. 

A separate anti-trafficking unit, which had fewer than 10 mem-
bers, regularly had to turn down leads. With the unit short on 
personnel, Collado said, even experienced anti-trafficking de-
tectives like himself had to focus mostly on “low-hanging 
fruit” rather than genuine trafficking networks. Arrests where 
the top charge is sex trafficking have increased only slightly in 
recent years, peaking at 55 in 2018, according to city data on 
violations of New York state law. 

“There are no resources and there is no real investment,” said 
Anila Duro, an adjunct professor at John Jay College of Crimi-
nal Justice and a member of the federally funded Human Traf-
ficking Task Force at the Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, 
citing conversations with current officers. 

Baker, the NYPD spokesman, countered that assessment, de-
fending the department’s emphasis on trafficking and portray-
ing vice as a unit of dedicated officers doing meaningful work. 
He confirmed that the 25 investigators were white shields but 
said they were “specially trained to investigate complaints of 
human trafficking and to conduct enforcement and build 
strong cases.” He said the move increased vice’s staffing to 
114, but it’s now down to 96 because the department has had 
to respond to other pressing matters, like upticks in violent 
crime, protests and the coronavirus pandemic. Since April, 
there have been just 22 arrests for prostitution and 87 for pat-
ronizing. 

He also emphasized the work of two federal partnerships dedi-
cated to trafficking, one with the FBI, which includes nine 
NYPD officers, and another with the Department of Homeland 
Security, which he said has seven. He said that the vice hu-
man trafficking unit still includes nine officers. Combined, that 
equals 25, which he said “represents a stable commitment to 
the vision articulated in 2017.” 

Baker said there have been over 4,500 emergency calls regard-
ing prostitution since 2016 and there are approximately 30 
“tracks” that “generate complaints routinely from residents.”  
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He sent statistics showing that prostitution-related arrests 
overall have decreased, but that those of “pimps” now account 
for a larger proportion, from 8% in 2015 to 12% in 2019. As evi-
dence of the department’s anti-trafficking work, he pointed 
to several busts from recent years, including the arrest of a 
man last week for allegedly trafficking underage girls across 
county lines. 

Collado said his experience in vice’s anti-trafficking unit did 
not reflect a real commitment to pursuing criminals who force 
people into prostitution. He said that in his two years on the 
unit ending in 2018, he only got to work on one serious investi-
gation. It stalled, partly because it was left only to him and one 
other detective. The case involves dozens of women. He said 
his partner is still working on it, two years after Collado retired. 

“You’re not going to get traffickers the way they’re doing it,” 
Collado told ProPublica. “Change has got to come from the 
top.”  

This year, amid a national outcry over police violence, the con-
versation turned to reducing budgets as a way to force reform. 
Overtime pay might be a place to start cutting, according to ad-
vocates and even some officers. 

“When people are screaming, ‘Defund the police,’ I got no 
problems with that because they are wasting fucking money,” 
said Sgt. Steven Lee, who briefly worked as an interpreter dur-
ing prostitution arrests and positioned himself as 
a whistleblower in a recent state Assembly race. 

Units that involve a lot of arrests, like vice and narcotics, are 
known destinations for overtime pay. “It’s called collars for 
dollars,” said Failla, invoking a term for a practice that 
has dogged the department for decades. “The more bodies you 
put in the van, the more overtime there was.” 

Elizabeth Velazquez, who retired in 2019, said she started do-
ing “john” stings early in her career to supplement an other-
wise modest salary. “That was the point of doing the opera-
tion,” she said. “I was a single parent. I needed to pay my mort-
gage.” 

Many officers told ProPublica their colleagues have come to  
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rely on padded paychecks to support lifestyles they otherwise 
could not afford. They may buy houses or cars on take-home 
pay that could shrink if they make fewer arrests. 

Some squeeze all they can out of overtime because it factors 
into pension payouts, often based on the years in which they 
took home the most money. It can pay dividends for the rest of 
their lives. 

The city has pledged to reduce police overtime spending and 
abuse in recent years, but data and documents suggest limited 
success. Detectives can still easily add 30% to their salaries 
through overtime. A typical third-grade detective makes almost 
$35,000 a year in extra pay, atop an average base salary of 
$97,000. 

In the last three fiscal years, the city has budgeted over $600 
million a year for overtime. The department exceeded that fig-
ure by at least $100 million each year. 

In an interview, one high-ranking NYPD official described over-
time as an instrument to encourage all sorts of arrests, used by 
supervisors under pressure to produce numbers. “Take away 
overtime and show me how much loyalty you have left.” 

Another said that in units like vice, this can discourage officers 
from launching more complicated investigations that might 
have more long-term impact. “They go for the low-hanging fruit. 
Easy collars,” he said. “That’s where they make their money.” 

As pressure mounted to reduce police funding following pro-
tests this spring, de Blasio and the City Council agreed in 
June to cut the overtime budget by more than half. Even so, the 
city’s Independent Budget Office estimated that in fiscal year 
2021, the NYPD will spend almost as much on overtime as it 
usually does, overshooting its budget by $400 million. That’s 
more than the city Health Department spent in fiscal year 2019 
on emergency preparedness, addiction treatment, communica-
ble diseases, immunizations and HIV prevention combined. 

The NYPD did not respond to questions about what it’s doing 
to reduce overtime spending. 

Antiuk, who retired three years ago, told ProPublica he is still 
“living off the royalties from back in the day,” referring to the  
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vice overtime that boosted his pension. In his last 18 months 
on the job, records show, he made about $85,000 in extra pay. 

He laughed as he remembered comparing his wages to those 
of a “really pretty Spanish girl” he had arrested. 

“I make more money than you,” he recalled her saying to him 
in a hotel room. To which he replied: “Oh yeah? Well, you 
must be rich, because I’m doing really well.” 

That was about all there was to show for his three years help-
ing run vice in the Bronx, Antiuk said. 

“I’ll tell you the truth straight up, man. It was a joke.” 

About the Data 

To help understand how the New York Police Department’s 
priorities changed over time and which demographic groups 
were most affected by the policing of prostitution, we ana-
lyzed NYPD data, looking at arrests where the top charge was 
either prostitution or patronizing a prostitute in the third de-
gree. (Patronizing a prostitute in the first or second degree is a 
felony charge involving a minor, and those arrests are uncom-
mon. We also restricted our analysis of court data to cases 
where prostitution or third-degree patronizing was the top 
charge.) We analyzed the race of people arrested on these 
charges between October 2016 and September 2020. 

Then, using public data on the number of prostitution-related 
311 and 911 calls in each police precinct, we compared those 
complaints to the number of arrests in each precinct. (We re-
stricted our analysis to the period between July 2017 and De-
cember 2019, in order to reflect the department’s strategic 
shift in early 2017 and avoid the possibility of the coronavirus 
pandemic muddling results). We found that the number of 
prostitution arrests was indeed strongly correlated to the num-
ber of complaints in a given area. Patronizing arrests, howev-
er, were only loosely correlated with complaints. 
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An Election Bombshell Gets Buried 
Douglass Andrews  Dec. 1, 2020  The Patriot Post 

It’s hard to decide what’s more outrageous: a mind-bendingly 
impossible 570,000-to-3,200 ballot dump in Pennsylvania favor-
ing Joe Biden over Donald Trump, or a mainstream media black-
out of this and other election anomalies. 

In any case, a collective media yawn is simply not the appropri-
ate response to news such as this — at least not in a healthy 
republic. Then again, news such as this doesn’t happen in a 
healthy republic. 

Nor is “Look, the election is over” an appropriate response. But 
that’s exactly what we got from Kate Bedingfield, whom Biden 
just tapped to be his White House communications director. 
“Virtually everyone on Earth has accepted that truth except for 
Donald Trump and Rudy Giuliani,” Bedingfield falsely asserted. 
“The Trump campaign has been laughed out of every court-
room, with their meritless and baseless lawsuits meant to un-
dermine the will of the American people.” 

As for the Pennsylvania ballot-dump bombshell, this news of a 
massive and decisive “spike anomaly” was provided by Phil 
Waldren, a retired Army colonel and former combat officer with 
a background in information and electronic warfare. As Paul 
Kengor writes, “Waldren, who testified along with Rudy Giuli-
ani’s team, brought to the hearing his considerable expertise in 
analysis of election-data fraud. After Waldren presented his ma-
terial, the chair opened the floor for questions. Rudy Giuliani 
went first, asking Waldren to clarify what his analytics team 
means when they talk about ‘spike anomalies’ in voting pat-
terns. These, as Waldren defines them, are ‘events where a nu-
merical amount of votes are processed in a time period that is 
not feasible or mechanically possible under normal circum-
stances.’ Waldren showed a chart with a shocking example of 
an apparent massive dump of votes for Joe Biden.” 

Giuliani pressed Waldren for clarification about the spike, and 
the shocked reaction of those in attendance speaks for itself. 
And one wonders what kind of judge would, as Bedingfield sug-
gested, laugh such evidence out of a courtroom or, likewise, the 
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eyewitness evidence of Olivia Jane Winters, a regis-
tered Democrat and vote inspector who told of being repeatedly 
cursed at and threatened with bodily harm merely for having 
tried to enforce the state’s election laws. The hearing was chock
-full of compelling witnesses like Waldren and Winters, but the 
media’s coverage was nearly nonexistent. 

If you’re keeping score at home, Joe Biden bagged 99.4% of that 
enormous chunk of votes. Donald Trump? 0.6%. 

As we’ve said before, it’s critical that every fraud charge in this 
election be investigated thoroughly — for the sake of this elec-
tion and all future elections. Whether in Pennsylvania or Michi-
gan or Wisconsin or Georgia or Nevada or Arizona, if we’re go-
ing to have confidence in our electoral process — more confi-
dence than, say, the people of Venezuela or Cuba have in their 
electoral process — we need to address both the fraud-friendly 
nature of mass mail-in balloting as well as the potential for data 
manipulation in our vote-counting machines. 

We’re the world’s most advanced country. We’ve been a beacon 
of freedom and democracy to all other nations. We put a man on 
the moon more than half a century ago. Is a reliable and tamper-
resistant election system too much to ask for? How about a free 
press that helps safeguard such a system? 

Sadly, today, the answer to both questions is Yes. 

****************************************************************************** 

There's No Stopping America's Political Realignment 

Josh Hammer Dec. 4, 2020  The Patriot Post 

With a month in the rearview mirror since November’s presiden-
tial election, we now have sufficient perspective to offer some 
broad conclusions about the state and nature of our politics. 

This election confirmed and crystallized many already-
ascendant political trends. Partisans of multiculturalism and the 
Orwellian “anti-racism” movement suggest an America increas-
ingly balkanized along racial lines, but the emerging reality is 
quite a bit different. President Donald Trump, despite the left’s 
four-year effort to tar him as a uniquely menacing bigot, made 
substantial inroads among both young Black men and  
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Hispanics. On the other hand, donor-class elites — Wall Street, 
Silicon Valley and corporate America writ large — broke over-
whelmingly for the Democratic challenger, Joe Biden. 

To those who, Rip Van Winkle-like, may have been asleep for 
the past 20 years, this may come as a bit of a surprise. And for 
those octogenarians who grew up in the New Deal era, the be-
musement may be even more stark. Long, long gone are the 
days where the Democratic Party was the political vehicle for 
the downtrodden, oppressed “little guy” and the Republican 
Party the vehicle for conniving, Mr. Burns-esque plutocrats. 

The reality is nonetheless something roughly resembling the 
precise opposite. Today, it is the Democratic Party that dispro-
portionately comprises and represents the college-educated 
elite — purveyors of the addlebrained “woke” catechism, dis-
pensers of redistributionist noblesse oblige. And it is the Re-
publican Party that disproportionately comprises and repre-
sents a multiethnic, non-college-educated working class — the 
Rust Belt and Sun Belt “deplorables” of Hillary Clinton’s ire 
who, pace Barack Obama, still cling to guns and religion. 
Though it is true that exit polling data suggest Blacks and His-
panics did not quite mirror whites in breaking so sharply along 
educated lines, the conclusion is nonetheless apt that our parti-
san duopoly now fractures more along lines of class than along 
lines of race. 

Elites are often puzzled by this. Democratic elites, prone to word
-vomit the full litany of social justice “woke”-isms, are often in 
denial as to how unpopular “defund the police” and the Green 
New Deal are with the public. And Republican elites, stubbornly 
moored to laissez-faire fundamentalism and limited government 
as intrinsic ends, rather than instrumental means, are often in 
denial as to how miniscule the political constituency is for a cor-
poratist right-liberalism detached from the day-to-day needs of 
the working class. 

But there is no putting this genie back in the bottle. Our now-
rapidly accelerating political realignment will not slow down any 
time soon. 

Presuming the Electoral College formalizes Joe Biden as our 
next president, the next four years are potentially ripe for  
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crossover opportunity. The beauty of an unfolding political rea-
lignment in which so much is in flux is that there may well be 
more Venn diagram overlap than meets the eye. Conservatives 
must remain constantly vigilant about a far-left capture of the 
frail and deteriorating Biden, but it would also be a mistake to 
preemptively write off the possibility of any bipartisan coopera-
tion whatsoever. 

On economic matters, there is room for legislative deal-making 
on the need for an industrial policy that reshores strategic sup-
ply chains and spurs greater domestic investment in advanced 
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals and semiconductors. The GO-
P’s more populist wing, which was already vocal about hawk-
ishness on China, the downsides of free trade absolutism and 
the need for a greater economic resilience on the home front, 
was buoyed by a global pandemic that saw its worst fears real-
ized. Biden has expressed support for some variety of a pro-
manufacturing industrial policy — and it is incumbent upon Re-
publican watchdogs to ensure such a policy, if enacted, does 
not manifest itself in the form of venal, Solyndra-like crony capi-
talist boondoggles. 

On Big Tech, too, there is strong bipartisan outrage at the sta-
tus quo. Conservatives and progressives may be angry at Face-
book’s Mark Zuckerberg and Twitter’s Jack Dorsey for different 
reasons, but it is still easily foreseeable that there might be 
room to collaborate on antitrust reform or on reform of Section 
230 — the 1990s-era legal immunity giveaway to the Big Tech 
giants. Partisans from both sides are increasingly coming 
around to the view that these goliaths must be reined in.  

It is deeply unfortunate that Trump appears headed for an Elec-
toral College defeat. The next four years could be rough. But 
there are always silver linings to be found amid the rubble.  

****************************************************************************** 

Biden/ChiCom Collusion Is Threat Number 1 

We are on a kinetic-warfare collision course with China.  

Mark Alexander Dec. 9, 2020 Editor & Publisher Patriot Post 

U.S. Director of National Intelligence John Ratcliffe has issued a 
dire warning for our nation and the future of American Liberty.  
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And there is nothing hyperbolic about that warning. 

Beyond the devastation of the China virus, Ratcliffe outlined a 
Red China threat assessment I first heard in national security 
briefings dating back to the Clinton years. As our nation's Cold 
War with the tyranny and terror of the failed Soviet communist 
regime waned, a new and equally ominous threat availed itself. 

Unlike the threat posed by Russia, however, which has count-
less nuclear weapons but a total economy smaller than that of 
Texas, the ChiCom threat is predominately economic — for the 
moment. Our national security and military planners have been 
ramping up our defenses against the ChiComs for decades, but 
the threat now is much better defined and much more formida-
ble. And it's closing in. 

Notably, that threat has been contained and in some instances 
set back by the economic gauntlet established by Presi-
dent Donald Trump. The administration's policies have hit Xi 
Jinping's communist regime, and that of his North Korean pup-
pet dictator Kim Jong-un, hard.  

 "The intelligence is clear: Beijing intends to dominate the U.S. 
and the rest of the planet economically, militarily and technolog-
ically. Many of China's major public initiatives and prominent 
companies offer only a layer of camouflage to the activities of 
the Chinese Communist Party. I call its approach of economic 
espionage 'rob, replicate and replace.' China robs U.S. compa-
nies of their intellectual property, replicates the technology, and 
then replaces the U.S. firms in the global marketplace." 

 According to DNI Radcliffe:  Ratcliffe continued, "China also 
steals sensitive U.S. defense technology to fuel President Xi 
Jinping's aggressive plan to make China the world's foremost 
military power. U.S. intelligence shows that China has even con-
ducted human testing on members of the People's Liberation 
Army in hope of developing soldiers with biologically enhanced 
capabilities. There are no ethical boundaries to Beijing's pursuit 
of power. ... The FBI frequently arrests Chinese nationals for 
stealing research-and-development secrets. ... The U.S. govern-
ment estimates that China's intellectual-property theft costs 
America as much as $500 billion a year, or between $4,000 and 
$6,000 per U.S. household." 
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Furthermore, as the DNI advised Congress, "This year China en-
gaged in a massive influence campaign that included targeting 
several dozen members of Congress and congressional aides." 

Indeed, just this week, details emerged of a sordid ChiCom af-
fair between Demo House Intelligence Committee member Eric 
Swalwell and a Chinese honey-trap, Fang Fang. And, as we not-
ed earlier this week, more than 1,000 ChiCom "researchers" 
have fled the U.S. since the FBI arrested a handful of Chinese 
spies last summer. 

"Within intelligence agencies," Ratcliffe noted, "a healthy debate 
and shift in thinking is already under way. For the talented intel-
ligence analysts and operators who came up during the Cold 
War, the Soviet Union and Russia have always been the focus. 
For others who rose through the ranks at the turn of this centu-
ry, counterterrorism has been top of mind. But today we must 
look with clear eyes at the facts in front of us, which make plain 
that China should be America's primary national security focus 
going forward." 

The DNI concluded: "Beijing is preparing for an open-ended pe-
riod of confrontation with the U.S. Washington should also be 
prepared. Leaders must work across partisan divides to under-
stand the threat, speak about it openly, and take action to ad-
dress it. This is our once-in-a-generation challenge. Americans 
have always risen to the moment, from defeating the scourge of 
fascism to bringing down the Iron Curtain. This generation will 
be judged by its response to China's effort to reshape the world 
in its own image and replace America as the dominant super-
power. The intelligence is clear. Our response must be as well." 

The question, of course, is this: Will a government headed 
by Joe Biden and Kamala Harris be up to that challenge? Or will 
they dismantle the strong national security foundations laid by 
the Trump administration with China — as they will likely do in 
the Middle East? 

The answer: Of course Biden will fold. 

In the weeks before the 2020 election, one of the greatest frauds 
on the American electorate was the massive media cover-up of 
Biden's ChiCom influence-peddling-for-profit scheme.  
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It was the biggest corruption cover-up in election history, a 
clear case of collusion between the mainstream and social me-
dia, and their Democrat Party brethren. 

Despite three years of fake allegations that Trump was in the 
Kremlin's pocket, the October revelations about the ChiCom 
links to Joe Biden, via Hunter Biden, are direct, and the allega-
tions are verifiable. The evidence affirms that the "Big Guy" 
was picking Beijing's pocket — but with its full knowledge and 
complicity, and an understanding that he would thus end up in 
China's pocket. 

As Wall Street Journal editor James Freeman concluded ahead 
of the election, "Now the corruption story is about Joe, not 
Hunter." But the story was subject to a media blackout like no 
other in American political history. 

To ensure that a Biden regime can't completely put a lid on the 
rest of the Demos' deep-state corruption over the last four 
years, Attorney General William Barr notified Congress that he 
has appointed U.S. Attorney John Durham as special counsel. 
This enhanced status will give Durham additional powers and 
protections, which will make it far more politically difficult for 
Biden to simply make the investigation disappear. But it re-
mains to be seen if that investigation will advance into Biden's 
ChiCom corruption. 

Make no mistake: The most forbidding existential threat to U.S. 
national security and our economy is Red China. Clearly, the 
ChiComs got the presidential candidate they bid on. Joe Biden 
and his leftist cadres of elitist pantywaists are not going to de-
fend our nation against the greatest threat to Liberty in modern 
history. 

Gordon Chang, a noted legal and national security analyst spe-
cializing on the ChiCom threat, notes that the Red Chinese "are 
going to push a President Biden around. They're going to do 
things which are dangerous because we are going to have to 
push back. Under President Trump the Chinese did not try this 
because they were afraid of him." 

We're on a kinetic-warfare collision course with China, because 
Biden is going to put us back on a course to lose the economic 
war with China.   
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