
1 

B
re

v
a
rd

 C
o

u
n

ty
 1

0
-1

3
 C

lu
b

 

P
.O

. B
o

x
 4

1
0
1
5
7

 

M
e
lb

o
u

rn
e
, F

L
 3

2
9
4
1

-0
1
5
7

 

M
a
il 

T
o

: 

 
Brevard County, FL  10-13 Club 

President Al Boettjer 

October 2020 

Newsletter 

Club Website www.bc1013club.org 
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Board of Directors 

President 
Al Boettjer  321-508-3797 
 
Vice President 
Marco Calderon  321-453-0807 
 
Secretary 
Joseph Nocera  321-455-2235 
 
Treasurer 
Ron Schule  321-507-4743 
 
Sgt.-at-Arms 
Bill Rohan  321-953-8368 
 
Director 3yr 
Patrick Moynihan  321-952-9303 
 
Director 2yr 
Bob Sullivan  321-223-2473 
 
Director 1yr 
Bill Martinez  321-725-9438 
 
Associates Director 
Art Navarro  321-259-1554 
 
Health & Welfare 
North 
Larry McCormick  321-427-2285 
South 
John Worth  321-613-2822 
 
Immediate Past President 
Nick Miele  321-243-6753 
 
****************************************************** 
POPPA-PSO 
Bill Donovan  321-243-6530 
 
Chaplain 
Rev. John Britto Antony 321-637-9650 
 
Chaplain Emeritus 
*Rev. Anthony Palmese 
 
President Emeritus 
Bernie Corrigan 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Nick Miele   321-831-6925 
   321-243-6753 
 
*deceased 

Past Presidents 

 Bernie Corrigan —’78 ’79 
 
*Joe Canuel —‘80 ’81 
 
*Bill Schmidt —’82 ’83 
 
*Richie Montenero —’84 
 
*Chet Bertron —’85 ’86 
 
*Ed Cooper —’87 ‘88 
 
*John Kuveke —’89 
 
*Ed Rainis —’89 ‘90 ‘91 
 
 Bill Martinez —’92 

 
*Ken Jacques —’93 
 
*Jim Savage —’94 ‘95 
 
Nes Estefani —’96 ‘97 
 
Al Cordova — ‘98 ‘99 
 
*Bob Stein — ‘00 ‘01 
 
Nick Miele — ‘02 ‘03 ‘06 ‘12 ‘13 ‘17 
          ‘18  ‘19 
Jim Glover — ‘04 
 
John Diegnan — ‘05 
 
Sam Esposito — ‘07 ‘08 

 
Patrick Moynihan — ‘09 ‘10 
 
Marco Calderon — ‘11 
 
Al Boettjer — ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘20 
 
* deceased 
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 IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
 
Pension Section  866-692-7733 
PBA Funds Office  212-349-7560 
DEA Office  212-587-1000 
DEA Health & Welfare 212-587-9120 
CEA & LBA Office  212-964-7500 
SBA Office  212-431-6555 
NYPD Operations Unit  646-610-5580 
(Death of member) 
Davis Vision  800-999-5431 
Office of Labor Relations — 
(Employee Benefits)  212-513-0470 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 
 
AETNA PPO  888-267-2637 
GHI   800-358-5500 
Empire Blue Cross  800-433-9592 
Medicare   800-633-4227 
NYC Healthline  800-521-9574 
NYCERS   347-643-3000 
POPPA (retirees)  800-599-1085 
Social Security  800-772-1213 

IN MEMORIUM 

Hibbard, Jim  1980 
Dolson, Sam  1981 
Heany, Bill  1982 
Montenero, Richie 1985 
Canuel, Joseph  1988 
Bellman, Fred  1989 
Smith, Norville  1989 
Daly, Martin  1993 
McCleod, Miles  1993 
Nolan, John  1993 
Wood, Harry  1995 
Cronin, John  1996 
Drew, Archer  1997 
Arendt, Walter  1998 
Martino, Thomas 1998 
Fagan, Bob  1999 
Herbert, Denis (H) 1999 
McNally, Raymond 1999 
Menke, Paul  1999 
O’Hara, Joseph  1999 
Povelaitis, Joseph 1999 
Van Dyke, Vincent 2000 
Hipper, Jack  2001 
Kranz, William  2001 
Carney, Robert  2002 
Hudak, Kenneth  2002 
Magee, Jack  2002 
Marko, Owen  2002 
Norbury, William Sr. 2002 
Pensabene, Andrew 2002 
Robsman, Igor (H) 2002 
Burke, John B.  2003 
Moran, James  2003 
Carroll, James  2004 
Gallagher, Jim  2004 
Wedelsteadt, Edward 2004 

IN MEMORIUM 

Cooper, Edwin  2005 
Ellison, Robert  2005 
Williamson, Russell 2005 
Willis, Robert  2005 
Bertron,Chet  2006 
Dondiego, John  2007 
Moriarty, Carol  2007 
Savone, Peter  2007 
Breslin, Eileen  2008 
Mandick, Walter  2008 
Moriarty, Patrick  2008 
Rice, Kenneth  2008 
Scott, Stonewall (A) 2008 
Gibney, Joe  2009 
Kuveke, John  2009 
Lowery, William  2009 
Bergstrom, Carl  2010 
Brutto, Louis  2010 
Griffin, Lawrence 2010 
Kries, Warren  2010 
Neubauer, Rudy  2010 
Scarano, Edward 2010 
Stewart, Val  2010 
Palmese, Rev. Anthony (H)    2012 
Sattler, Werner  2012 
Bastie, Joseph (A) 2013 
Vaughan, Emmett 2013 
Ballou, Charles  2014 
Dinnegan, Michael 2014 
Hoffman, George (H) 2014 
Jaques, Kenneth 2014 
McCann, J. Patrick (A) 2014 
O’Neal, Charles (A) 2014 
Phieffer, Peter  2014 
Rainis, Edward  2014 
Smith, Donald  2014 
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*********************************************************************** 

2020 GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING DATES 
      
  OCT 8  NOV 12 DEC 10 

 
2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING DATES 

  SEPT 28 NOV 2 DEC 1 
 
*********************************************************************** 
The General Meeting’s are now to be held at the Rockledge 
Country Club, located at 1591 S. Fiske Blvd. — Rockledge, FL 
32955 (Exit 195 on I-95) then continue north on Fiske Blvd. past 
Barton Blvd. approximately 1/4 mile (on your left) or coming 
south (Exit 201 on I-95) SR-520, east to Fiske, then south on 
Fiske, it will be on your right (west/side) 

The Happy Hour will be from 5:30PM to 6:30PM and the alcohol-
ic beverage prices during that time Wine $4 — Domestic Drafts 
$3 — Well Cocktails $4 

Dinner will be served at 6:30PM 

The following menu will be provided for the Seated Dinner on 
Thursday, October 10th, 2020. 

IN MEMORIUM 

Ferrante, Joseph 2015 
Fitzpatrick, William 2015 
Husslein, Fred  2015 
Redmond, Thomas E. 2015 
Rosado, Miguel (A) 2015 
Stein, Robert  2015 
Cona, Steve (H)  2016 
Freck, Jack  2016 
Lent, Jack  2016 
Lopopolo, John (H) 2016 
Savage, Jim  2016 
Bansley, Walter  2017 
Cleland, John (H) 2017 
Jacobson, Irwin  2017 
Knab, Royal  2018 
Monahan, Charles 2018 

IN MEMORIUM 

Rosenfeld, Howard 2019 
Schmidt, William 2019 
Haughwout, Dana 2019 
Alenski, Joseph  2019 
Foley, William  2020 
Kane, Eugene  2020 
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Entrée choices – either of Sirloin of Beef Au Jus with Au Jus 
Horseradish Cream sauce or Chicken Teriyaki with Pineapple 
Teriyaki Sauce. 

Salad bar with Mixed Greens and Fresh Vegetables. 

Scalloped Potatoes 

Chef’s choice hot vegetable. 

Chef’s choice dessert. 

Assorted Rolls and Butter. 

Iced Tea and Coffee. 

Please call Club Vice President Marco Calderon at 321-453-0807 
no later than 6:00PM Sunday, October 4th, to indicate you are 
having dinner AND YOUR CHOICE OF ENTRÉE. If no answer, 
YOU MUST LEAVE A CLEAR MESSAGE. 

e-mail mcalderon1113@gmail.com  

If you are not having dinner, but will be attending, please extend 
the courtesy of also notifying Marco as tables and seating must  
be provided PER PROTOCOL REQUIRED BY COVID19 -
ESTABLISHING “SOCIAL DISTANCING” LIMITING SEAT-
ING TO SIX (6) AT EACH TABLE.  

THERE WILL BE NO LATE CALLS OR JUST SHOWING UP AND 
EXPECT TO HAVE DINNER - UNLESS WE HAVE A LATE EMER-
GENCY CANCELLATION.  

 COST IS $25.00 pp   Meeting 7:30PM.  
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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Welcome back to all our members attending the last meet-
ing of our club at the Rockledge Country Club. Looks like 
we have found a good home for our club. At the last meet-
ing we were honored to present three endorsement certifi-
cates. One to President Donald J. Trump, One to Con-
gressman Bill Posey and one to Sheriff Wayne Ivey. They 
were not only grateful to receive them they insisted on 
posing with all attending in a photo shoot. Nick Miele is 
entering the photos in our next newsletter. 

I am grateful to our members that showed up Friday morn-
ing at the VMC after having been at the meeting the night 
before. They did a great job of helping set up for the 911 
Memorial Tribute. Thanks Bobby Sullivan, Art Navarro, 
Vinnie Varvaro, Doc Sam, Marco Calderon, Brian Kerwin 
and later in the morning Nick Miele. 

We are looking forward to a good meal at the October 
meeting (Nick is posting the selections in the newsletter) 
do not forget to call in your attendance and meal selection 
early to Marco Calderon). 

The 911 Ceremony went very well and was considered by 
many attending to be the best yet. Our speakers Rob Medi-
na, Admiral Wayne Justice, Colonel Tim Thomas, Colonel 
Danny McKnight, Fire Chief Jim Wilson, Fire Chaplin David 
Rosenblaum, Pastor Ray Hall and Sheriff Wayne Ivey did a 
great job in getting the message across to the attending 
civilians. Wayne spoke on behalf of all our law enforce-
ment, pointing out the need for our countries leadership to 
step up. Also attending our newest resident in Brevard 
County Major General Andrew Toth and his wife Cheryl. 
What I could see from the stage, was that we had very few 
of our club members in the audience. Not good. 
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Next year is the 20th Anniversary Ceremony, put it on your 
calendar. September 11, 2021, 5:30 PM at the VMC.*** 

I want you to know our Governor has proposed legislation 
to make violent protests a felony crime with harsh punish-
ment - if it is on the ballot in November vote YES. I wish 
you all good health and a sense of well being in these trou-
bled times.  

 Al W Boettjer 

President 

*** EDITORS NOTE Brevard County and the Veterans Me-
morial Center will be constructing an amphitheater on the 
grounds to be completed prior to September 11, 2021. I ex-
pect a grand turnout for that 20th Anniversary Ceremony 
from our club. PLEASE DO NOT DISAPPOINT US!  
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UPDATE FROM NYPD REUNION COMMITTEE 

Due to health concerns regarding the COVID-19 virus, sad-
ly, the NYPD REUNION scheduled for February 4, 2021 is 
CANCELED. The committee regrets this action but we feel 
that it is the right decision based on safety and health con-
cerns. We are sorry for any inconvenience and disappoint-
ment that may result. 

Hope to see you in 2022. 

Be well and stay safe. 
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EDITORS BLURBS 

WE WILL HAVE 10-13 VANITY PLATES AVAILABLE FOR 
THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED AT $10.00 EACH. IF YOU 
ARE PAYING BY CHECK, PLEASE MAKE IT PAYABLE TO: 
“NEW YORK 10-13 ASSOCIATIONS OF AMERICA” 

IF YOU HAVE AN EXPIRED I.D CARD OR ONE WHICH WILL 
BE EXPIRING WITHIN THE NEXT 3 MONTHS AND IT WAS 
ISSUED SUBSEQUENT TO NOVEMBER 2002 – PLEASE 
CALL NICK MIELE AT 321-243-6753 OR E-MAIL AT 
miele19@bellsouth.net PRIOR TO TAKING THE NEXT STEP 
FOR A RENEWAL, AS WE HAVE NEW GUIDELINES FOR 
QUARTERLY FORWARDING TO OUR MESSENGER IN NEW 
YORK. OUR I.D. CARD RENEWAL MESSENGER WILL ONLY 
BE AVAILABLE ON A QUARTERLY BASIS IN THE FUTURE 
FOR RENEWALS - IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE ANNUAL 
SCHEDULE BELOW.  

Gary must receive ID cards by  

Saturday  Jan 16, 2021  for  Jan   2021 1 PP  trip 

Saturday  April 10, 2021  for  April 2021 1 PP  trip 

Saturday  July 10, 2021  for  July  2021 1 PP   trip 

Saturday  Oct 9, 2021  for  Oct   2021 1 PP  trip 

THIS IS IMPORTANT, THE I.D. CARD SECTION STRESSED 
YOU MUST USE THE APPLICATION (THE FORM THEY EX-
ACTLY CREATED AND NO OTHER) WHEN SENDING THE 
EXPIRED OR EXPIRING CARD IN FOR RENEWAL. DO NOT 
USE A SMART PHONE TO DOWNLOAD OR SEND.  

BOTH THE APPLICATION AND THE PARAMETERS  ARE 
ON THE CLUB AND NATIONAL WEBSITES.  
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IF YOU ARE ATTENDING THE MEETING AND HAVING 
DINNER OUR TREASURER REQUESTS YOU HAVE EX-
ACT CASH PAYMENT IF POSSIBLE OR CHECK MADE 
OUT TO  “BREVARD 10-13 CLUB.” 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS SELECTION 
NOMINATION COMMITTEE JOHN DIEGNAN, HAS RE-
QUESTED YOU PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NAME TO HIM 
IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN ONE OF THE OPEN POSI-
TIONS, FOR THE 2021 ELECTION. CALL OR E-MAIL 321-
305-8888 or dragnetto@aol.com 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER RICHARD SCHWARTZ INDICATED 
HIS DESIRE TO ENTER HIS NAME FOR ONE OF THE 
OPEN POSTIONS, HOWEVER DUE TO TWO POSITIONS 
BEING FILLED BY ASSOCIATES CONTINUING THEIR RE-
SPECTIVE TERM OF OFFICE IN 2021—NO ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS MAY APPLY IN THIS YEARS ELECTION IN AC-
CORDANCE WITH ARTICLE III, SECTION C(2)(a) OF THE 
BY-LAWS. 

THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS HAVE INDICATED THEY 
WILL ENTER THEIR NAMES FOR ELECTION TO THESE 
OPEN BOARD POSITIONS. HOWEVER, IF YOU ARE AN 
ARTICLE III SECTION A (1) MEMBER (NYPD) YOU ARE 
ELIGIBLE TO RUN FOR ANY OF THE OFFICES BELOW. 

PRESIDENT:  Al Boettjer 

VICE PRES.:  Marco Calderon 

SECRETARY:  William Kingston 

TREASURER: Ron Schule 

SGT.—AT—ARMS: John Diegnan 

3 YR. DIRECTOR: Ed Hamilton 
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Minutes of the General Membership Meeting held on September 
10, 2020 at the Rockledge Country Club – 1591 South Fiske 
Blvd. Rockledge, FL. 

The Invocation was given by Deacon Jim Voltaire. The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by  President Al Boettjer. 41 Members and 10 
Guests were in attendance. 

At 1850 Dinner was being served. The meeting was called to or-
der at 1944 Hrs. 

All members of the Board of Directors were present except for 
Pat Moynihan who will be having eye surgery. 

Reading of the minutes from the last Meeting: 

Al Boettjer asked for a motion to waive the reading of the 
minutes from our August meeting. A motion was made by Nick 
Miele, second by Nick Galluzzi. The motion was carried unani-
mously. 

Endorsements: 

Al Boettjer asked Congressman Posey to the podium to read 
the endorsement letter for the re-election of President Donald J. 
Trump, Al read the endorsement letter for the re-election of 
Congressman Bill Posey.  Al read the endorsement letter for the 
re-election of Sheriff Wayne Ivey. 

Nick Miele announced the National Association’s endorsement 
for the re-election of President Donald J. Trump. A letter signed 
by Board of Directors Chairman Gene Loewy, and Nick, who is 
the Chief Operating Officer was sent to the President. 

Al briefed those who would like to work a polling location, con-
tact him by e mail. 

There are Sheriff Ivey yard signs and auto stickers for those 
who want one. 

The Sheriff expects a fairly good turnout for the 911 Tribute Me-
morial Service.  He spoke of “Light up Blue” till the election — a 
nationwide blue light on at every home. 

Setup for the 911 Memorial Tribute will be 1100hrs. 
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Rob Medina is running for Palm Bay Mayor. 

Guests Present:  

The following guests were present. Pat Cunningham guest of 
George Stamer, Don Flammio Jr. guest of Don Flammio Sr., Jim 
Voltaire guest of Bobby Sullivan, John Jung guest of Joseph 
Jung, Rob Medina guest of Al Boettjer, Congressman Posey 
guest of the club, Sheriff Ivey guest of the club, Teresa Lorello 
guest of Charles Lorello, Tina Chemerys guest of James Chem-
erys, Kenneth Johnson guest of Gene Stevanus. 

Vanity 10-13 License Plates 

The cost of $10.00 for each plate. If anyone is interested in buy-
ing one or more, please contact Nick Miele. 

New Business 

Al and Nick will view the proposals on the city and state budget 
cuts and brief us at next months meeting.  These are just pro-
posals. 

Ritchie Schwartz has 9mm, 45cal, and 5.56 ammo for sale at 
$35.00 or 3 for $100.00 a box of 50.  Ritch spoke about con-
cealed carry insurance and said US Law Shield is a good policy 
at $10.95 a month. 

50/50 

1st Prize  - $50.00 – John Diegnan     

2nd Prize - $30.00 – Jim Voltaire 

3rd Prize  - $20.00 – Jim Kennedy 

Cayman Islands Police Hat – Nick Galluzzi 

Attendance Stick-  

Mike Ryan’s attendance stick was picked. He was not present. 
The October attendance prize will be $60.00 

Motion to adjourn the meeting by Art Navarro, second by Zaven 
Sava unanimously approved. 
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Meeting Adjourned- 2015hrs. 

Respectfully Submitted by 

Joseph Nocera, Recording Secretary 

****************************************************************************** 

Newsday Exclusive 
NYPD  OFFICERS  RETIRING  IN  LARGE  NUMBERS 
by Anthony DeStafano 

Thousands of New York City Police Officers retired or have put 
in for retirement during a four-month period extending from the 
end of May to September, an astounding 75% increase over the 
same period last year, police officials said.  The large exodus of 
talent and experience is something NYPD officials such as 
NYPD Commissioner Dermot Shea see as a troubling trend, one 
the department is monitoring with growing concern during a pe-
riod of exploding street violence and shootings. 
 
"In terms of attrition, we are up about 50%...We project it to go 
much higher," Shea told reporters recently at a briefing.  The 
NYPD reported that since May 25 through Sept. 10, the number 
of officers who retired totaled 1,189 compared to 679 in the 
same period for 2019, according to statistics compiled by the 
NYPD and provided to Newsday. 

Retirement: Leaving after hitting retirement age, generally after 
20 years of service; 
Resignation: Leaving before hitting retirement age; 
Filing for retirement: Applying for retirement. Source: NYPD 
 
Additionally, a larger number of officers — 1,473 — put in for 
retirement, meaning they have applied to leave but are still 
awaiting before they actually turn in their shields, officials 
said.  That is an increase of nearly 200% over the same period in 
the prior year. 

 
The NYPD lost $1 billion dollars from its budget this year, and 
the department has no upcoming police academy classes to 
bring in new blood to replace officers who have left, officials 
said.  
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The big problem, Shea said, is that some of the most experi-
enced officers and detectives in the business are leaving with-
out the prospect of replacement in the foreseeable future.  "You 
can replace sometimes a number on a ledger, or hire X more 
[personnel]," Shea said. "We are losing people who love this 
city, love the people of the city, love this agency." 

Paul DiGiacomo, head of the Detective’s Endowment Associa-
tion, said that his members are leaving because of the growing 
frustration with bail reform and other criminal justice measures 
passed by the City Council and in Albany, which are perceived 
as making it more difficult for officers to do their jobs. Anti-
police demonstrations have also hurt morale, he said. 
"We are losing a lot of talent, especially in the detective bu-
reau," DiGiacomo said. "Replacing is one thing, learning and 
teaching is another."  

Those losses, which he said have affected 500 seasoned detec-
tives, will trickle down and hurt various specialized units such 
as special victims and crime scene analysis, which benefit from 
experienced people. 

Shea said there is no prospect of the department getting fresh 
recruits in the short term since the budget cuts have stalled new 
hiring. While the NYPD had close to 36,000 uniformed members 
earlier in the year, the rate of attrition has dropped about 2,000 
officers from the rolls, Shea said. 

NYPD statistics show that from March 1 through Sept. 10, 1,629 
officers retired and left the force, and an additional 1,893 filed 
for retirement, with the bulk of those coming in the period after 
May 25. In the same period for 2019, retirements totaled 1,068 
and filings for retirement numbered 1,893.  Under NYPD person-
nel rules and labor contracts, officers filing for retirement may 
actually be obligated to work until their cases are adjudicated by 
the pension board, officials said. 
 
Statistics show that 162 officers resigned since March 1 before 
reaching retirement age — which is generally after 20 years of 
service. 
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The flood of retirements have hit Shea emotionally.  He recalled 
having to meet in his office with those leaving for what turned 
out to be tearful goodbye sessions.  Along with attrition, Shea 
said the NYPD has been hurt by a loss of a big chunk of over-
time money, which has constricted his ability to shift resources 
to crime hot spots.  "We have utilized overtime for the last num-
ber of years to focus in extra resources where it is needed the 
most and that is another significant gap," Shea said. "But we 
will work on it. We have no choice [but] to work around it." 

EDITORS NOTE: The Pension Section has confirmed to date we 
now have approximately 50,500 retirees. 

****************************************************************************** 

Cops Under Siege  

By Thomas Gallatin—Patriot Post 

On September 12, one day after the nation had somberly re-
membered the 19th anniversary of 9/11, two sheriff's deputies 
were ambushed and shot in broad daylight in Los Angeles while 
sitting in their cruiser. As they were undergoing life-saving sur-
gery in an area hospital, several protesters showed up outside 
chanting "We hope they die!" and celebrating the attack on the 
officers. Fortunately, both deputies are expected to survive. The 
mainstream media gave little coverage of the assault and al-
most entirely ignored the despicable protests of the wounded 
officers. They must protect the false narrative. 

In Chicago on Monday, Police Superintendent David Brown not-
ed that attacks against his officers are up "five times any previ-
ous year that anyone can recall in this city." Brown explained 
that 65 of the Chicago PD's officers have been shot at with 10 
having been hit. Meanwhile, Chicago saw 72 people shot just 
last week, and for the year to date, 2,870 people have been shot. 
How many were shot by police? Twelve — a fact avoided by the 
Leftmedia, which continues to push the false narrative of 
"systemically racist" cops.  

A police officer with the Asheville Police Department in North 
Carolina tendered his resignation last month along with a letter 
published in the local newspaper explaining that the job "has 
taken a toll on my personal life."  
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He stated, "I've come to the conclusion that APD is tasked with 
stopping societal issues, and disorder, but it is not within our 
capacity. We can only put a bandaid on these issues. Strong 
communities are the real remedy." This officer, who had served 
10 years, was one of 31 other APD officers who have resigned 
since June 1 from a police force compromised of just 238 offic-
ers. Part of the reason for the resignations is the fact that Ashe-
ville's residents, stirred up by Black Lives Matter activists, have 
called for defunding the police and will vote on September 22 
whether to cut the APD's budget. 

This is what happens when a community falsely demonizes 
those who daily put their lives on the line to protect and serve 
the community by enforcing the law. Those who are unfairly 
demonized and even attacked will eventually leave. Sadly, it ap-
pears that these cities are reaping the consequences of foolish 
decisions to brand the good as racist and corrupt while label-
ing the criminal as innocent. To date nationwide, 43 law en-
forcement officers have been killed — a 43% increase over last 
year. Our cops are clearly under siege. 

***************************************************************************** 

 Minneapolis Reaps What It Sowed  
Nate Jackson  Patriot Post 

A black criminal named George Floyd died under the knee 
(perhaps of other causes) of white Minneapolis Police Officer 
Derek Chauvin on May 25. Within hours, violent protests erupt-
ed, becoming destructive and deadly riots that spread nation-
wide. Two weeks after Floyd's death, the Minneapolis City 
Council voted unanimously to essentially dismantle the police 
department and in July voted to reduce its funding. 

Now council members are wondering why the city is plagued 
with spiking crime. 

"Residents are asking, 'Where are the police?'" complained 
council member Jamal Osman. 

Well, they're resigning and avoiding certain patrols. Approxi-
mately 100 officers have left the department, either permanent-
ly or temporarily, since the beginning of the year, which is 
more than double the normal rate of attrition. 
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Obviously, the council votes mattered, as do the ugly pro-
nouncements of people like City Council President Lisa Bender: 
"Our commitment is to end our city's toxic relationship with the 
Minneapolis Police Department. It is clear that our system of 
policing is not keeping our communities safe." 

It's also clear that having no policing is not keeping anyone 
safe. 

Another council member, Phillipe Cunningham, mused, "What I 
am sort of flabbergasted by right now is colleagues, who a very 
short time ago were calling for abolition [and] are now suggest-
ing we should be putting more resources and funding into 
MPD." 

Indeed, irony abounds. Not only are minority neighborhoods 
the most plagued by the spike in crime, but minority cops are 
being hurt. 

One Minneapolis program that lost funding was aimed at re-
cruiting minority cops. And the spectacle of council members 
demanding answers from Police Chief Medaria Arradondo, who 
is black, was something to behold. He's not the only black po-
lice chief under fire from the anti-police and racist Left. Seattle 
Police Chief Carmen Best resigned after her city cut funding. 
Rochester Police Chief Le'Ron Singletary resigned before being 
fired by the city mayor. Dallas Police Chief U. Reneé Hall is re-
signing at the end of the year. That's just to name a few. 

But at least affluent white leftists can feel good about "making a 
difference." 

Meanwhile, the economic toll of nationwide riots is astounding. 
Some $1 billion in insurance claims has already been filed, with 
damages almost certain to exceed a record $2 billion. That's to 
say nothing of unclaimed damage or the businesses that will 
never return to inner-city neighborhoods. Nor is it to quantify — 
as if anyone could — the countless injuries and dozens of lives 
lost in riots ostensibly meant to show that black lives matter. 

There is, of course, no justice for George in the mayhem ("93% 
peaceful" though it may be), but then again, that's not the riot-
ers' objective. They want to dismantle the "systemically racist" 
institutions in America.  
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Maybe all of this is why President Donald Trump and Senate 
candidate Jason Lewis seem to have a fighting chance to win 
Minnesota, and why law and order has been a key theme for the 
GOP. Democrats run Minnesota at every level, just as they run 
every major U.S. city overrun by riots and run-of-the-mill vio-
lence. 

The choice this November: Donald Trump or the mob.  

******************************************************** 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis announces tough measures for 
rioters and looters 

Kimberly C. Moore  The Ledger September 22, 2020 

WINTER HAVEN — Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis on Mon-
day announced a tough new take on handling “violent and dis-
orderly” protests in the state with the “Combatting Violence Dis-
order and Looting and Law Enforcement Protection Act.”  

Standing at a podium at Polk County Sheriff’s Office headquar-
ters, DeSantis was flanked by about two dozen county sheriffs 
and police chiefs from throughout the state, including Polk 
Sheriff Grady Judd, Gilchrist County Sheriff Bobby Shultz, presi-
dent of the Florida Sheriffs Association, and Satellite Beach Po-
lice Chief Jeff Pearson, president of the Florida Police Chiefs 
Association. 

“We have to stand unequivocally behind the people you see be-
hind me, who put on the uniform and put themselves at risk to 
be able to defend our freedoms and defend our society,” DeSan-
tis said. “I can tell you that when there is a victim in need in the 
state of Florida, regardless of race, color, creed — any charac-
teristic you can think — when there is a victim at risk, these 
folks are going to respond and they are going to be there and 
they are going to stand up for the people who may not be able 
to stand up for themselves.”  

DeSantis, incoming Florida Senate President Wilton Simpson, R-
Trilby, incoming Speaker of the House Chris Sprowls, R-Palm 
Harbor, and law enforcement officials referred to riots and loot-
ing throughout the United States this summer, sparked by the 
death of George Floyd, who died in Minneapolis police custody 
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in May. 

The timing of DeSantis' proposed legislation comes less than 
two weeks after heated clashes between protesters and police 
in the state's capital city of Tallahassee.  

The major tenets of the proposal include: 

Imposing criminal penalties for violent or disorderly assem-
blies, making them a third-degree felony;  

Imposing a mandatory minimum sentence of six months in jail 
for anyone who assaults a law enforcement officer during a vio-
lent and disorderly protest;  

Holding people in jail until after their first court appearance;  

Enhanced penalties for anyone throwing a projectile during a 
violent or disorderly protest; 

Enhanced penalties for people coming from out of state to par-
ticipate in a violent or disorderly protest; 

Charging people with a felony for blocking roadways; 

Prohibiting destroying any type of public property, including 
monuments; 

Prohibiting harassing innocent people; 

Making those convicted of participating in a violent or disorder-
ly assembly ineligible for state benefits or employment; 

Using the Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations 
(RICO) Act to charge with a federal crime anyone who organiz-
es or funds a violent or disorderly assembly. 

“If you look at some of the people who have been involved in 
some of this violence, these are people that will come from all 
across the country — if there’s any type of issue, they all of a 
sudden show up in all these places — and we’re going to figure 
out who’s organizing and whose funding that and hold them 
accountable,” DeSantis said. 

In addition, the governor said that any local governments 
that choose to “defund” their law enforcement agencies will be 
denied any grants or aid from the state. 
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And any cities that reduce law enforcement funding will no 
longer have the protection of sovereign immunity. 

“We also understand that victims need to be compensated and 
so if you have a situation where a local  government is grossly 
negligent, where they abdicate their responsibility to protect 
people and property like we saw in some of these cities 
throughout the United States, we will waive sovereign immunity 
and let you get compensated by suing those local govern-
ments,” DeSantis said.  

While Polk County largely escaped violence and looting, there 
was unrest in Lakeland on May 31 when a peaceful Black Lives 
Matter protest was hijacked and moved from Munn Park to the 
intersection of Memorial Boulevard and Florida Avenue. Traffic 
was partially blocked for hours with Lakeland police finally 
moving in and using tear gas cannisters to disperse the crowd 
of about 150 people. 

However, in Tampa, University Square Mall and several shops 
along University Boulevard were looted and a gas station was 
set on fire. Dozens of people have been charged in those inci-
dents.  

"For everyone across the United States today, this is what lead-
ership looks like,” Judd said, acknowledging the governor 
standing behind him. “This is a state where you want to come 
on vacation. This is a state where you want to grow your busi-
ness and this is a state where you’re safe because, after all, if 
you’re not safe, your children’s not safe and you don’t feel safe, 
then you can’t prosper.” 

Judd held up several photographs to show the difference be-
tween a peaceful protest and rioting and looting.  

“It’s not acceptable,” Judd said. “I truly believe in our God-
given right and in our constitutional right to speak openly and 
freely, to address our government. That’s important. We listen 
every day.”  

Judd held up several photographs to show the difference be-
tween a peaceful protest and rioting and looting. 

“It’s not acceptable,” Judd said. “I truly believe in our God-
given right and in our constitutional right to speak openly and  
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freely, to address our government. That’s important. We listen 
every day.”  

Judd admonished governors and mayors across the nation who 
told their law enforcement officers to stand down and 
let crowds riot and loot.    

“The men and women of law enforcement who write you a ticket 
today will stand in front of a bullet for you tonight,” Judd 
said. “The men and women of law enforcement who you throw a 
brick at today would jump in a river to keep you from drowning 
tonight. I want you to remember that ... We will stand in the gap 
between good and evil, make no mistake about it.” 

Incoming Senate President Simpson said that as former chair-
man of the Pasco County Economic Development Council, law 
enforcement and crime rates are some of the top questions 
asked by company leaders when they are considering where to 
open a business.  

“One of the first things they always ask — is always in the top 
three — is, ‘Do you have a SWAT team on your law enforce-
ment? How prepared is your law enforcement?’ And so it’s a 
high priority of business to make sure that you have a safe 
community,” Simpson said.  "We’re looking forward to making 
sure this becomes law.” 

Sprowls pointed out that he's the son of a police officer and he 
is a former prosecutor. 

We “are making it very clear that our number one priority in 
government in the state of Florida is to protect people’s lives, 
their communities, their neighborhoods and their property,” 
Sprowls said, referencing communities like Portland, Minneap-
olis and others, who made the decision to pull back law en-
forcement from riots. “What Governor DeSantis has rolled out 
here today makes it very clear that we will not be culpable in the 
same kind of negligence in our state, that we will stand behind 
law enforcement, that we will stand behind neighborhoods and 
we will make it clear that, no matter what happens, we will not 
become those states. 

 



28 

"We will not tolerate 20 percent rise in crime rates in our state 
because we’re going to empower law enforcement officers in 
our state to do their jobs.” 

DeSantis challenged those candidates running for the state 
House or Senate to publicly commit their support for this legis-
lation. 

“You have an obligation to let the voters know where you stand 
on this bill,” DeSantis said. “Are you going to stand with vic-
tims? Are you going to stand with law enforcement? Are you 
going to stand with law and order and safe communities? Or 
are you going to stand with the mob? That’s the choice that 
each person running for office is going to have to make. I know 
where I stand and I know where the leaders of our legislature 
stand.”  

DeSantis said there wasn't a price tag attached to the bill yet. 

THE PROPOSED BILL IS ON THE NEXT PAGE 

An old priest lay dying in a hospital. For years he had faithfully served 
the people of the nation's capital.  He motioned for his nurse to come 
near. "Yes, Father?" said the nurse. 
 
"I would really like to see Chuck Schumer and Nancy Pelosi before I 
die", whispered the priest. "I'll see what I can do, Father," replied the 
nurse. The nurse sent the request to them and waited for a re-
sponse.  Soon the word arrived. 
 
Chuck and Nancy were delighted to visit the priest. As they went to 
the hospital, Chuck commented to Nancy, "I don't know why the old 
priest wants to see us, but it will certainly help our images.”  Nancy 
couldn't help but agree. 
 
When they arrived at the priest's room, the priest took Nancy's hand in 
his right hand and Chuck's hand in his left hand. There was silence 
and a look of serenity on the old priest's face.  
 
Finally, Nancy spoke. "Father, of all the people you could have cho-
sen, why did you choose us to be with you as you near the end?" 
 
The old priest slowly replied, "I have always tried to pattern my life 
after our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The old priest continued…"He 
died between two lying thieves.  I would like to do the same." 
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Priest warns US voters: ‘You cannot be Catholic 
and be a Democrat’ 

 

By Doug Mainwaring 

August 31, 2020 Life Site News — A priest has delivered a pow-
erful rebuke to the Democratic Party, highlighting the hypocrisy 
of the Catholic hierarchy, clergy, and laity who support its 
“platform.”  

The video of Fr. James Altman’s admonition has gone viral, 
racking up more than 55,000 views within 24 hours.  

“When politics and politicians act in an immoral way, we most 
certainly do have the duty and obligation to speak up about it,” 
explained Altman, a priest of the Diocese of La Crosse, Wiscon-
sin.  

He urged his listeners to call out leftist politicians who complain 
about pro-life Catholics’ involvement in politics to say: “You’re 
a bunch of hypocrites!,” pointing out that the “hyper-confusion-
spreading heretic” Fr. James Martin, S.J. had just been promi-
nently featured at the recent Democratic National Convention.   

“I guess it’s OK for James Martin to spout off for the Democrats 
on their national stage, but God forbid if a priest speaks out 
against their godless platform,” declared Altman. 

“Here is a memo to clueless baptized Catholics,” said Altman. 
“You can not be Catholic and be a Democrat. Period!” 

“Their party platform absolutely is against everything the Catho-
lic Church teaches,” said Altman. “So just quit pretending that 
you’re Catholic [if you] vote Democrat.” 

“Repent of your support of that party and its platform or face 
the fires of hell,” he warned. 

 

Fr. James Altman told Catholics who vote Democrat to 
'repent of your support of that party and its platform or 
face the fires of hell.' 
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Altman said Catholic clergy who refuse to speak up and con-
demn the Democratic party’s support for abortion “gutless cow-
ards.”  

He went on to assert that in 2008 and 2012, no Catholic voted for 
Barack Obama to be president. “There were a lot of pretenders, 
a lot of imposters, a lot of people masquerading as Catholics — 
laity and clergy alike — [but] there were zero faithful Catholics 
who voted for that godless politician who had the audacity to 
blaspheme and say, ‘God bless Planned Parenthood,’ the most 
racist organization on the face of this planet, founded to wipe 
out black babies.” 

“Wilton Gregory, figure it out!” he urged, addressing his com-
ment to Washington, D.C.’s archbishop, who had attacked the 
nation’s “best pro-life president and his Catholic wife,” while 
simultaneously supporting the Marxist Black Lives Matter organ-
ization.  

‘Shame on the hierarchy!’ 

“It’s no wonder the faithful have lost confidence in the bishops, 
because so many of them did such a horrible job on the [priest 
sexual predation] scandal,” observed Altman. “And still to this 
day [they] don’t say anything about the worst miscreants, but 
they will get all over a priest, instantly, who simply speaks the 
truth.” 

“Shame on the hierarchy who covers up truth through a conspir-
acy of fear.”  

Altman said that some in the hierarchy are “proud and arrogant” 
and need to “straighten up and straighten out this mess they 
created ... before they lose yet more faithful to the fastest grow-
ing denomination in the United States, ex-Catholics.”   

“The reason why we are seeing the signs of the times,” said Alt-
man, “is that way too many people do not know God,” because 
“shepherds of the Church haven’t taught them.” 
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Letter to LeBron James: It's Not a 'Police Problem'  

Patrick Hampton—The Patriot Post 

Dear LeBron, 

In your latest celebrity race-bait hate remarks objecting to the 
actions of police attempting to arrest "that gentleman" Jacob 
Blake for aggravated sexual assault, shooting him after he 
fought them and brandished a deadly weapon, you declared, 
"Black men, Black women, Black kids, we are terrified." 

LeBron, you don't speak for me and my boys 

I'm a father of four brown boys. It is my responsibility as a father 
to protect and serve them. There is no need for police in my 
home because as the father, I'm the authority in my home. Po-
lice are needed where fathers and law and order are absent. 
When there is no father to protect and serve children, police 
have to move into that community to protect and serve. 

Where there is no father or authority in the home or neighbor-
hood, young men rebel. This is why police are having a hard 
time gaining compliance with fatherless boys on the side of the 
road. They refuse to sit down, be quiet, and comply. Why? Be-
cause the police are the first men to tell them NO and assert 
their authority. These boys have spent their lifetime under no 
man's authority. A failure to recognize and respect authority is a 
primary causal factor in the violence besieging our urban areas. 

You don't speak for me and my boys. We are not terrified of the 
police because we respect the police and accept their authority. 
That's because my boys first had to respect me as their father 
and accept my authority. Actually, one of them wants to be a po-
lice officer. You, LeBron, are trying to destroy that dream by 
painting police officers in a negative light when most are good 
guys. 

In fact, what should terrify "Black men, Black women, Black 
kids" are the black men that kill each other in their black neigh-
borhoods every day. We are afraid of the black men that threat-
en us for desiring to live a peaceful, lawful, and successful life. 
We are aware of the fact that almost 90% of all black homicides 
are committed by black men.  
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You focus on the handful of white-on-black officer-involved 
shootings but ignore the epidemic of black-on-black murders, 
rapes, and violent assaults, choosing instead to adopt the Marx-
ist BLM mantra about condemning police. 

If you really want to help fatherless boys like yourself, stop us-
ing fear tactics and guilt trips. Stop supporting political policies 
that enslave black people on urban poverty plantations, promot-
ing broken families. 

Start promoting legislation for "Equal Shared Parenting," which 
empowers divorced dads and single dads to have more time 
with their children without paying more child support. Help get 
legislation passed to make child support more fair and equal. 
Fund programs like my former #GoodGuys #GoodGirls mentor-
ship curriculums (killed by Obama Care) to help black youth 
learn to respect authority, develop a work ethic, and accomplish 
their goals. 

Stop blaming the police and help build better fathers and fami-
lies. Stop saying police need more training and start training 
more dads and young black boys on the rule of law and police 
protocols. 

Remember, there are millions of black and brown boys out here 
that are not being killed by police. They are alive and doing 
quite well because they acknowledge authority. 

With all due respect, Patrick D. Hampton 

****************************************************************************** 

Sports Is for Leisure, Not Politics  
Lewis Morris Patriot Post 

There was a time when Americans could turn to sports and be 
inspired by the physical ability, dedication, and determination of 
our professional athletes. The great shortstop, the fast-as-
lightning power forward, the quarterback with the golden arm — 
the list of magical sports moments and big names is long and 
distinguished. Sports delighted children and gave them some-
thing to aspire to and entertained adults while letting them for-
get their worries and live vicariously through the athletes they 
watched.  
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Those days appear to be over. Professional sports, like much of 
American entertainment, has been taken over by radical leftists 
and turned into a sounding board for their anti-American, anti-
law enforcement propaganda. The major sports leagues — the 
NFL, NBA, MLB, and NHL — and many of their players have 
been complicit in this takeover. 

It all started in the 2016 NFL preseason when San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick chose to sit out the national 
anthem in protest of police brutality (or was it pouting over be-
ing benched?). He made kneeling for the national anthem his 
thing, and thanks to the media's fawning coverage, Kaepernick 
became a bigger star for his supposed martyrdom than he prob-
ably ever would have simply playing football. Rather than be os-
tracized for his hate for his country, Kaepernick was given a mi-
crophone to spout off his misdirected, uninformed anti-police 
rhetoric. 

Kaepernick, who is half white and was raised by a white family, 
became the figurehead of what was then a fledgling Black Lives 
Matter movement. He received awards and accolades along with 
a lucrative endorsement deal from Nike. Never mind that he has-
n't played a professional football game in three years. His ac-
tions inspired other athletes across several sports to follow his 
lead and share their personal views on racism, politics, and cul-
ture in America. 

In the four years since Kaepernick first emerged on the scene 
and made it "cool" to kneel during the national anthem, Ameri-
can sports has been completely transformed. It hasn't been for 
the better.  

Professional sports are meant to be a release from our busy 
lives. It is where we go to forget about politics and the world, 
where we can celebrate human achievement and be entertained. 
Now we turn on the game and find ourselves being lectured and 
even insulted by athletes who are among the highest-paid peo-
ple working in America today. They live extraordinary lives and 
lack for little thanks to the freedom this country offers and the 
money we spend on them. The irony may be lost on these activ-
ist athletes, but American sports fans have grown tired of the 
circus. 
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The media has certainly played a part in turning sports into a 
political arena. Sports writers, always eager for a headline, will 
happily give time for an activist athlete, especially when it fits 
the larger anti-American narrative pushed by the mainstream 
media.  

Corporations like Nike are also at fault. The sports-equipment 
giant, along with the NBA that it props up, has its eye on the 
massive potential audience in China. Like a lot of companies, 
Nike and the NBA will gladly kowtow to the demands and influ-
ence of the Chinese government in order to access the Chinese 
market. 

American sports figures and organizations are playing right into 
the hands of the Left, whether or not they realize it. The Left has 
always used racism to stir discord in the United States, and the 
Marxist Black Lives Matter organization is designed specifically 
for this purpose. Professional athletes, under the mistaken as-
sumption that we tune into their games to hear their political 
philosophy, have allowed themselves to become the useful idi-
ots of the Left, sounding off on events they don't quite under-
stand and protesting against a racist society that doesn't exist. 

Sporting events right now are taking place largely without audi-
ences due to COVID-19 and social distancing. However, those 
audiences may not return after the pandemic if these activist 
athletes keep alienating their fans.  

******************************************************** 

Do All Lives Really Matter?  
Douglas Andrews Patriot Post 

It's been a busy few days, so you might've missed the disturb-
ing story out of Georgia last week that a middle-aged black man 
was stabbed multiple times in the neck and torso by a young 
white man in an AutoZone store. The assailant reportedly smiled 
when he told police that he "felt the need to find a black male to 
kill." 
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Early last month in Colorado, there was an even more awful inci-
dent of racial violence. A 21-year-old white man from Aurora was 
driving down a suburban street when he began following a trio 
of 11- and 12-year-old black boys walking home from school. 
The man then hit the gas, jumped the curb, and mowed down 
two of the three boys. 

Given the racially charged tensions of the day, it's hard to be-
lieve these stories haven't received more attention. Or maybe 
it's not hard to believe at all. Because the victims in these two 
cases were actually white, and the assailants were black. 

But does anyone doubt that had the races been reversed, these 
terrible stories would've been more extensively covered by the 
mainstream media? If you doubt this, think back a month ago to 
the execution-style slaying of five-year-old Cannon Hinnant, who 
was out riding his bike in front of his house when he was shot 
point-blank in the head by a neighbor, a 25-year-old black man 
named Darius Sessoms 

Perhaps there's a shrine somewhere commemorating the too-
short life of young Cannon, but perhaps not. Either way, we cer-
tainly won't see the protests, the looting, the arson, and the na-
tionwide violence we've seen in response to the death of 46-year
-old career criminal George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis 
police. 

Why not? 

The answer might be, at least in part, that black-on-white crime 
is so commonplace as to not be newsworthy. Of course, it might 
also be that reporting on black-on-white crime discomforts our 
mainstream media and distracts from its narrative of the U.S. as 
an irredeemably racist nation shot through with white suprema-
cy. 

Our Mark Alexander picked up on this blame-shifting charade 
recently, and he cited some compelling statistics from research-
er and author Heather Mac Donald regarding the interracial 
crime disparity. Such as: "There were 593,598 interracial violent 
victimizations ... between blacks and whites [in 2018], including 
white-on-black and black-on-white attacks. Blacks committed 
537,204 of those interracial felonies, or 90 percent, and whites 
committed 56,394 of them, or less than 10 percent." 
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Mac Donald goes on to note that blacks represent just 13% of 
the U.S. population, and yet they commit 90% of our nation's 
violent crime. She adds that this ratio is becoming even more 
skewed despite the Left's continuous claims of Trump-inspired 
white violence. "Blacks," she writes, "are also overrepresented 
among perpetrators of hate crimes — by 50 percent — accord-
ing to the most recent Justice Department data from 2017." 

When was the last time you read crime statistics like these in 
The New York Times or The Washington Post, or heard them 
discussed on NPR, or saw them displayed on CNN or CBS or 
NBC or ABC or PBS? 

If racism in America is indeed worthy of our discussion, then by 
all means let's have a discussion. But let's be sure to have a 
thorough discussion, a legitimate discussion, an honest discus-
sion — rather than a politically correct one that avoids these 
inconvenient and troubling truths.  

******************************************************** 

The Anti-Religious Dogma of the Democrats  

Douglas Andrews Patriot Post September 23, 2020 

"The dogma lives loudly within you." 

So said Democrat Senator Dianne Feinstein on September 6, 
2017, as she "questioned" Judge Amy Coney Barrett during her 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals confirmation hearing. Fein-
stein must've forgotten about the Constitution's Article VI "no 
religious test" clause, and she must've had no idea that her 
catchy little anti-Catholic smear would one day be a potent ral-
lying cry for Barrett's supporters. 

But here we are. 

President Donald Trump will announce his nominee to replace 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg on the Supreme Court on Satur-
day, and Barrett has emerged as the strong favorite. "I'm saving 
her for Ruth's seat," the president had reportedly said when he 
decided on Justice Brett Kavanaugh to fill Anthony Kennedy's 
seat in 2018. 

At the time of Feinstein's bigoted comment, a few leading voic-
es spoke out against it. 
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These included John Jenkins, president of the University of 
Notre Dame, where Barrett was then a law professor. "I am one 
in whose heart 'dogma lives loudly,' as it has for centuries in the 
lives of many Americans, some of whom have given their lives 
in service to this nation," wrote Jenkins in an open letter to Fein-
stein. "Indeed, it lived loudly in the hearts of those who founded 
our nation as one where citizens could practice their faith freely 
and without apology." 

We could end this column right here, with those potent words. 
But we'll soldier on a bit longer, because we need to explore the 
real dogma here, which is the religiously intolerant dogma — 
even the atheistic dogma — that today "lives loudly" both on the 
Left and within the Democrat Party. 

The attacks on Barrett began in earnest yesterday, with the 
mainstream media taking the lead. As National Review's Zachary 
Evans reports, "Barrett is reportedly a member of People of 
Praise, an interdenominational Christian community organiza-
tion. A Tuesday article from Reuters questioned whether the 
group was similar to a totalitarian cult from the novel The Hand-
maid's Tale, while a story from Newsweek initially asserted that 
Margaret Atwood, the author of the novel, used People of Praise 
as inspiration for the book's fictional cult." 

That was a shameful and reckless falsehood, perhaps even an 
outright lie, and Newsweek was forced to correct it. But you'll 
have to scroll and scroll and scroll to find where Newsweek 
"regrets the error" in a story that still smears Barrett and those 
Catholics. 

Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse, though, had already heard 
enough. "These ugly smears against Judge Barrett," he said, 
"are a combination of anti-Catholic bigotry and QAnon-level stu-
pidity. People of Praise is basically a Bible study — and just like 
billions of Christians around the world, Judge Barrett reads the 
Bible, prays, and tries to serve her community. Senators should 
condemn this wacky McCarthyism." 

The secular religion of the Left is nothing new, but its numbers 
are growing, and so is its intolerance for people of faith. These 
days, leftists don't merely reject Christianity; they ridicule it. Un-
less they can use it to take power — in which case they embrace 
it. 
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As columnist Elle Reynolds puts it, "The media loves to fawn 
over the pious and heartfelt Catholicism of Joe Biden. Now 
they're talking about the Catholic faith of Amy Coney Barrett, 
the frontrunner to be appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court. But 
you'll notice a very different tone. The key differences are their 
adherence to their faith's actual teachings, as well as their po-
litical leanings." 

Joe Biden is a fake Catholic, an abortion-on-demand Catholic. 
Judge Amy Coney Barrett, on the other hand, is a real Catho-
lic, an honest adherent of the faith. Which is why the Left is 
hell-bent on destroying her. 

***************************************************************************** 

The Demos' 2021 Court-Packing Plan 

"I am not at all in favor of that solution..." —Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg. 

Mark Alexander · Editor & Publisher Patriot Post Sep. 23, 2020 

“There is not a syllable in the plan under consideration which 
directly empowers the national courts to construe the laws ac-
cording to the spirit of the Constitution.” —Alexander Hamil-
ton, Federalist Papers No. 81 (1787) 

Next Tuesday, President Donald Trump will meet Joe Biden in 
Cleveland to debate on six topics: “The Trump and Biden Rec-
ords,” “Covid-19,” “The Economy,” “Race and Violence in our 
Cities,” “The Integrity of the Election,” and last but certainly 
not least, “The Supreme Court.” 

The most contentious of those topics will be the Supreme 
Court — and Trump’s nominee to fill the vacancy after the 
death of Ruth Bader Ginsburg. (The CV19 debate will be a 
close second.) 

Trump will announce his nominee Saturday, and Republicans 
likely have the votes to confirm that nominee. We expect from 
his short list and his heretofore private comments (e.g., “I’m 
saving her for Ruth”) that his pick will be Amy Coney Barrett, 
against whom the Democrats have already begun launching 
attacks. 
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The prospect of Trump’s nomination succeeding prompted Sen-
ator Ed Markey (D-MA) to emerge from his rathole and declare: 
“If they just steamroll to the appointment of this new Supreme 
Court justice to give the Republicans a 6-3 margin in the Su-
preme Court, then next January, the Democrats in the majority 
in the Senate must abolish the filibuster rule and we must then 
enlarge the Supreme Court because they will have stolen two 
Supreme Court seats.” 

“Stolen two Supreme Court seats”? 

Only if the Demos have completely replaced the Rule of 
Law enshrined in our Constitution with their adulterated “rule of 
men” version. 

Markey’s assertion that Demos must relaunch FDR’s failed court
-packing agenda foiled the Left’s plan to keep that dirty little se-
cret out of the public discourse until after the election. 

Thus, Democrat Party drones, most notably Senator Chuck 
Schumer (D-NY), were forced to follow Markey with full-frontal 
threats to “pack the court.” 

Schumer held a joint press conference with leftist adolescent 
Rep. Sandy Cortez (D-NY), presumably because, given her rock-
et rise in Demo-goguery status, she will be his 2022 primary 
challenger — unless he concedes the seat to her. 

In typical hyperbolic mode, Schumer said that if Trump’s nomi-
nee were approved, the world as we know it would implode. 
Schumer said, “We’re here to protect the rights of our globe.” 
No, Chuck, you’re actually there to protect the rights of the 
American people — something you and your fellow Democrats 
haven’t done in decades. 

Cortez insisted her leftist street thugs must keep up the pres-
sure: “We all need to be more courageous and we all must act in 
unprecedented ways to make sure that our rights are stabilized. 
And to Mitch McConnell, we need to tell him that he is playing 
with fire.” 

Schumer added: “Leader McConnell has defiled the Senate like 
no one in this generation, and Leader McConnell may very well 
destroy it. If Leader McConnell presses forward, the Republican 
majority will have stolen two Supreme Court seats.” 
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Again, “stolen two Supreme Court seats”? Mitch McConnell’s 
actions in 2016 and again today are entirely in keeping with both 
the Constitution and Senate precedent. And who, exactly, has 
“defiled the Senate”? One need look no further than rotten Harry 
Reid, the man Schumer succeeded as his party’s ranking mem-
ber in 2017. 

Asked about packing the courts, Schumer concluded, “Let me 
be clear: If Leader McConnell and Senate Republicans move for-
ward with this, then nothing is off the table for next year. Noth-
ing is off the table.” 

So, what would Schumer have done with Barack Obama’s nomi-
nee if he were majority leader in 2016? Obviously, he would’ve 
done exactly what McConnell is doing now. 

As a preview of the SCOTUS segment in the upcoming presiden-
tial debate, Joe Biden was asked if he’d support Congress add-
ing more seats to the Supreme Court in order to pack it with left-
ist judges. He responded, “It’s a legitimate question, but let me 
tell you why I’m not going answer that question.” 

He then dodged it altogether, insisting: “[Trump] never wants to 
talk about the issue at hand. He always tries to change the sub-
ject. It will shift the focus.” 

Of course, it is Biden who would like to “change the subject.” 
Because he has been drinking water from the Potomac for so 
many decades, he no longer cares about the implications of this 
question on American Liberty.  

He continued: “Let’s say I answer that question, then the whole 
debate is gonna be about what Biden said or didn’t say, Biden 
said he would or wouldn’t.” 

That may be a reference to 2016 — an objection to McConnell’s 
refusal to take up Obama’s election-year Merrick Garland nomi-
nation because the Senate and White House were controlled by 
different parties (as has historically been the “rule”). Biden at 
the time also helpfully reminded the nation that when he chaired 
the Senate Judiciary Committee from 1987-95, “I made it abso-
lutely clear that I would go forward with the confirmation pro-
cess as chairman even a few months before a presidential elec-
tion.” 
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More recently, Biden rejected court-packing in an October 2019 
Demo primary debate, insisting, “I would not get into court-
packing. We add three justices — next time around, we lose 
control, they add three justices. We begin to lose any credibility 
the court has at all.” 

Recall that 11 of the Democrat primary presidential candi-
dates favored packing the court with leftist judges, including 
the real 2020 Demo ticket holder, leftist Kamala Harris. 

Biden, as if to prove that even a broken clock is right twice a 
day, said to Harris at the time, “We’ll live to rue that day.” 

Now, dodging the court-packing question, Biden asserted: 
“The discussion should be about why [Trump] is moving in a 
direction that’s totally inconsistent with what the Founders 
wanted. The Constitution says voters get to pick a president 
who gets to make the pick and the Senate gets to decide.” 

Uh, what? 

Trump is doing precisely “what the Founders wanted,” and in-
deed the assertion that “voters get to pick a president who gets 
to make the pick and the Senate gets to decide” is precisely 
what our Constitution prescribes. 

Biden added: “We’re in the middle of the election right now. … 
By the time this Supreme Court hearing would be held, it’s esti-
mated 30 to 40% of the American people already have voted. It 
is a fundamental breach of constitutional principle. … The vot-
ers of this country should be heard.” 

Fact is, the only votes that matter in regard to this nomination 
are those that were cast in 2016 to elect Donald Trump and 
those cast in 2018 to expand the Republican majority in the 
U.S. Senate. 

Astoundingly, everything Biden is saying about the nomination 
now — which he’ll no doubt repeat next Tuesday — supports 
the constitutional mandate for Trump and the Republican-
controlled Senate to act now. 

As Justice Ginsburg herself declared, “There’s nothing in the 
Constitution that says the president stops being president in 
his last year.” 
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Last year, when asked about Democrat plans to pack the court, 
she responded: “I have heard that there are some people on 
the Democratic side who would like to increase the number of 
judges. I think that was a bad idea when President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt tried to pack the court. His plan was, for eve-
ry justice who stays on the court past the age of 70, the presi-
dent would have the authority to nominate another justice. If 
that plan had been effective, the court’s number would have 
swelled immediately from nine to 15 and the president would 
have six appointments to make. … If anything [that] would 
make the court appear partisan, it would be that — one side 
saying, ‘When we’re in power, we’re going to enlarge the num-
ber of judges, so we want to have more people who will vote 
the way we want them to.’” 

“So,” Ginsburg concluded, “I am not at all in favor of that solu-
tion.” 

Notably, when FDR floated his 1937 court-packing scheme in 
order to ensure the Supreme Court couldn’t stand in the way of 
his unconstitutional socialist diktats, the Democrat-controlled 
Congress strongly rebuked him: More than 330 House mem-
bers and 75 senators opposed his plan. 

But that was then… I mean, the Demo court-packing model is 
Venezuela’s late socialist dictator, Demo-darling Hugo Chavez, 
whose reign of terror was protected by having expanded Vene-
zuela’s supreme court from 20 justices to 32, then forcing his 
nominees through the legislature. 

Of course, Biden already has the go-ahead from Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA), who said, “Well, we have our options. We have arrows 
in our quiver that I’m not about to discuss right now. … The, 
uh, we have a responsibility, we take an oath to protect and de-
fend the Constitution of the United States.” (Whenever Demo-
crats huff and puff about “the Constitution,” which they disre-
gard at every legislative junction, as they do their oaths “to 
support and defend” it, I’ve found it helps to simply laugh out 
loud.) 
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House Judiciary Committee Chairman Jerry Nadler (D-NY) 
backed Pelosi, saying that if Democrats take the Senate and 
presidency, Congress “should immediately move to expand the 
Supreme Court.” He added: “Congress would have to act and 
expanding the court would be the right place to start. If Leader 
McConnell presses forward, the Republican majority will have 
stolen two Supreme Court seats.” 

Apparently, he also got the “stolen two Supreme Court seats” 
Demo memo. 

For clear context on which party is undermining our Constitu-
tion, Democrats spent three years using deep-state opera-
tives to, in effect, attempt a coup d'état to take down a duly 
elected U.S. president. That charade was based on a fake dos-
sier funded by Donald Trump’s 2016 opponent, Hillary Clinton. 
(As it turns out, there are Obama and Biden fingerprints all over 
the coup crime scene.) 

When their coup attempt failed, Demos attempted to derail 
Trump’s presidency with an impeachment farce — in a presi-
dential election year. 

After those direct assaults on our Constitution, Democrats now 
believe they have the moral authority to insist that President 
Trump not nominate an RBG replacement in an election year? 

Finally, for the record, regardless of the outcome of the Trump 
nomination, if Democrats take control of the Senate and execu-
tive branch, they will move to pack the courts. If they don’t 
win, they will take it to the streets. 

Biden, Harris, Schumer, and Pelosi would like to shutter our 
nation in the darkness of socialist oppression under their limit-
less statist power. They are, certifiably, the enemies of the peo-
ple. 
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